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PART I 
Review of the Years 1952 and 1953 


THE Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm in St. Helena on 2nd and 3rd June, 1953. Her Majesty 
had visited the Island as recently as April, 1947, when the Royal Family 
were returning in H.M.S. Vanguard from their visit to South Africa, 
and the Coronation celebrations had for all the local inhabitants a 
very personal interest. Mr. H. W. Solomon, C.B.E., and Mrs. Solomon 
represented the Colony at Her Majesty’s Coronation. 

The South African Coronation Contingent, under the command of 
Brigadier S. A. Melville, called at St. Helena en route for the United 
Kingdom. A service was conducted by the Chaplain of the Conting- 
ent at the Cemetery where a number of Boer prisoners of war are 
buried, and wreaths were laid on behalf of the Governor and the 
Government Service of St. Helena. 

The Governor, Sir George Joy, K.B.E., C.M.G., left the Colony on 
22nd September, 1953, on leave prior to retirement. The appoint- 
ment of Mr. J. D. Harford, C.M.G., as Governor was announced 
shortly before the Governor’s departure. 

Two honours were awarded to residents of St. Helena during the 
period under review: Mr. H. W. Solomon, O.B.E., Sheriff of the 
Island and for many years a member of the Executive Council, was 
awarded the C.B.E. in the 1952 New Year Honours, and Mr. F. J. 
Broadway, a member of the Advisory Council, the M.B.E. in the 1953 
Coronation Honours. 

During 1952 the main recommendations in the Report of the Salaries 
Revision Commissioner, Mr. A. C. Hands, C.B.E., were adopted ; 
these resulted in a general increase in the salaries and wages of Govern- 
ment servants and employees. 

Legislation was passed towards the end of 1953 imposing from Ist 
January, 1954, and for the first time in the history of the Colony, a 
small tax on income earned within the Colony. The tax is at the rate 
of 9d. in the £, with a personal allowance of £300 and an abatement of 
one-third of the tax for married persons. There is also a company 
tax of Is. 6d. in the £. 

The Colony continues to benefit greatly from grants made by the 
Imperial Government from Colonial Development and Welfare 
funds. Particulars of these grants will be found in Appendix I. The 
Colony also receives an annual grant-in-aid from Imperial Funds 
which amounted to £47,000 in 1952 and £25,700 in 1953. 

There was a slight increase in 1952 in the general cost of living: 
the cost-of-living index (100 in 1939) rose to 232 in 1952, but fell to 
220 in 1953, and there is still a slight downwards tendency. 
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There has been a marked decrease in the market price of Phormium 
hemp, the Colony’s chief industry. Prices reached their peak of £180 
a ton during the middle of 1951 ; by the end of 1951 the price had 
dropped to £155 a ton and it is now £72 a ton. Furthermore, owing 
to a shortage of leaf the millers found it necessary to close one after 
another of their mills, until by the end of 1953 only three of the eight 
mills were still in operation. 

Although many of the mill hands thus thrown out of work have 
been found employment in general land rehabilitation and other 
constructive work that is being undertaken by the Government and by 
Messrs. Solomon and Company (St. Helena) Ltd., a number are in 
receipt of unemployment relief pay, for which nevertheless they do 
much useful work for Government both in agriculture and on road 
maintenance. 

Work proceeded throughout 1952 and 1953 on the restoration of 
Longwood Old House, which was Napoleon’s residence during his 
as rial exile in St. Helena. The work will be completed by the end 
of 1954. 

The health of the population has been good during the two years 
under review apart from minor epidemics of influenza, a small out- 
break of chickenpox in 1952 and a suspected case of poliomyelitis in 
respect of which stringent quarantine precautions were taken and 
no further cases were reported. 

H.M.S. Bermuda, the flagship of the South Atlantic station (Captain 
H. P. Currey, O.B.E., R.N.), visited St. Helena and Ascension in 
December, 1952, and H.M.S. Sparrow (Commander H. D. Ellis, R.N.) 
in October, 1953. 

The Colony of St. Helena includes the two Dependencies of Ascen- 
sion and Tristan da Cunha. The former, which lies some 700 miles 
to the north-east of St. Helena, has a population of 168 all of whom, 
apart from two police constables, are connected with Cable and 
Wireless Ltd. Tristan da Cunha, which is some 1,500 miles south- 
west of St. Helena, has a population of 292. Particulars of these 
Dependencies will be found at the end of this Report. 


PART II 


Chapter 1: Population 


THE island population is largely of mixed origin, being descended from 
settlers from Great Britain under the East India Company and employees 
or slaves introduced from Africa and Asia. The language of the 
island has always been English, and the English way of life has become 
firmly established. 

The last census was taken in 1946 when the population was 4,748, of 
whorl, 1,547 lived in and around Jamestown and 3,201 in the country 

istricts. 


The estimated population on 31st December, 1952, was 4,828, and 
on 31st December, 1953, 4,895. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


1952 1953 
Births. ; : : : ; 149 140 
Deaths . : 40 36 
Infant Mortality a 1 000 births . 46 -97 28 -57 
Still Births .. ‘ 6 4 
Illegitimate Births. : 42 40 
Deaths of infants under 1 year 0 old. 7 3 
Birth rate per 1,000 : 30 -86 28 -65 
Death rate per 1 ,000. F ‘ > 8 -28 7-36 
Immigrants. ‘ ‘ ; 225 221 
Emigrants ; : 254 258 


A table of the sopulNton feat 1902 to 1953 is given at Appendix II. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 
OCCUPATIONS AND WAGES 


The principal categories of wage earners as recorded in the 1946 
census, together with a comparative estimate of the position at the end 
of 1953, were as follows : 


1946 1953 
Flax industrial workers . : ; ‘ 205 210 
Agricultural labourers. . : : 165 230 
Skilled and general labourers . : : 350 450 
Building tradesmen and apprentices : 85 110 
Fishermen and boatmen . ‘ : 50 50 
Mechanics, engine and motor drivers : 70 150 
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Wages were further increased during 1952. A comparative table 
of weekly rates for 1951, 1952 and 1953 is given below : 
1951 1952 & 1953 
Male Female Male Female 
Flax mill operatives . 33s. 6d. 29s. Od. 33s. 6d. 29s. Od. 


& 30s. Od. 

Agricultural labourers : 

Government . . 30s. 6d. — 45s. Od. — 

Commercial . 27s. 6d. — 33s. 6d. _ 
General Labourers : 

Government . - 30s. 6d. — 45s. Od. — 

Commercial . . 30s. Od. — 33s. 64. — 
Skilled labour employed 

by Government : 

Carpenters, 32s. Od. — 46s. 6d. — 

Masons, Plumbers, to to 

Wood Machinists 38s. Od. _— 53s. 6d. _ 


The average hours of work are 45 per week. 


The following particulars relate to labour employed by the Public 
Works Department. An average of 160 men were employed during 
the period under review ; their occupations and wages at the end of 
1953 were as follows : 


No. Occupation Remarks Wages per week 
57 Artisans Building and mechanical 
tradesmen 46s. 6d. to 53s. 6d. 

14 Transport Cars, lorries, road rollers, 

Drivers etc. 48s. Od. 
81 Labourers General 45s. Od. 
8 Apprentices All trades, 3 years 23s. Od., 25s. Od. 

and 29s. Od. 


Charge hands, included in the above, receive 2s. to 3s. per week extra. 

The Department works 9 hours a day, Monday to Friday, i.e. 45 
hours per week, but plumbers and water caretakers spread their 
hours over 6 days and are on call in emergencies on Sundays. 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index in 1953 showed an increase of 120 points 
over the index for the year 1939, 
The following table shows the changes in the index over recent 


years : 
1939 1948 1950 1951 1952 1953 
Indices 100 166 190 220 232 220 


The rise in 1952 was due to higher costs of wood fuel and of imported 
foodstuffs, while the fall in 1953 was due to reduced prices of clothing 
and some slight reductions in the cost of imported foodstuffs. 


PUBLIC FINANCB AND TAXATION £ 
The prices of the principal foodstuffs were as follows : 


Item Unit 1939 1951 1952 1953 

*Bread 3 : 14 Ib. 4d. 6d. 6d. 6d. 
*Flour P . Ib. 3d. 43d. 43d. 43d. 
Sugar Ib 2hd. 7d. 9d. 9d. 
Rice Ib 24d. 104d. 1s. 3d. 1s. 3d 
. Lard : : . Ib. 8d. Is. 74d. 25. 1d. 2s. Od. 
Margarine ‘ . Ib. 8d. 1s. 6d. 2s. Od. 15.102. 
Tea . : : . Ib. 28.0d. 6s. 3d. 65. Od. 65. Od. 
Potatoes. : 7 Ib. n.a. varying ee Is. on 
2s. 8d. 

Meat : . Ib. 9d. 1s. 5d. 1s. 9d. 1s. 62. 


* These items were still subsidised by Government at the end of 1953. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The principal laws in force for the protection of workers are : 
The Factories Ordinance, Cap. 36. 
The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance, Cap. 132. 
The Contracts of Service Ordinance, No. 3 of 1951. 


LABOUR RELATIONS 


There is no labour department. Relations between employer and 
employee are regulated and disputes settled in consultation with 
Government. 


MIGRATION OF LABOUR 


There is regular emigration of domestic servants to the United 
Kingdom, and in 1952 and 1953 180 of them went to Britain under 
contract. 

One hundred agricultural workers went to the United Kingdom in 
1949. About one-half of these have returned to St. Helena since their 
contracts expired.; the remainder have secured employment in the 


United Kingdom. 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
The Colony relies on a substantial grant-in-aid to balance its budget 
and on grants under the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts to 
finance development expenditure. 
There is no public debt. 
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The principal heads of revenue were as follows : 


1950 1951 1952 
£ £ £ 
Customs ‘ ; ? 17,813 27,840 31,576 
Port and Marine . : 2,027 2,260 2,277 
Licences, Taxes, etc. : 2,988 5,327 2,009 
Court fees. etc. P Fr 4,386 6,034 6,006 
Post Office. A : 3,001 3,213 3,600 
Rentals, etc. . é ‘ 2,666 2,342 2,168 
Interest é 718 369 359 
Miscellaneous 2 P 5,411 4,687 3,662 
Ascension. 1,981 1,761 2,699 
Revenue from Foodstocks 
Revolving Fund . : 9,624 3,000 5,000 
TOTAL . ; . 50,615 56,833 59,356 
Grant-in-aid . : : 30,000 48,500 47,000 
TOTAL. ; 3 80,615 105,333 106,356 
Colonial Development 
and Welfare Grants. 10,863 14,224 21,179 
GRAND TOTAL : £91,478 £119,557 £127,535 


1953 


111,050 


25,122 
£136,172 


——_—___—_—_—_— 


* Due to the sale of new definitive issues of St. Helena and Ascension stamps and 


of Coronation stamps. 


The principal heads of expenditure were as follows : 


1950 
£ 

Governor . 2,726 
Agriculture and Forestry 5,877 
Ascension . 1,571 
Audit. . ‘ ‘ 748 
Education. ‘ 7,271 
Miscellaneous Services 3 3,686 
Pensions . A ‘ 1,234 
Police and Gaol. ‘ 2,146 
Poor Relief . : F 2,841 
Post Office . : ; 1,102 
Public Health : 7,939 


Public Works Department 3,804 
Public Works Recurrent 10,178 
Secretariat and Penung 


Office. j F 4,854 
Telephones ‘ — 
Treasury, Customs, ‘etc. 3,321 

TOTAL RECURRENT 59,298 


1951 
£ 
2,708 
5,758 
2,021 


59,786 


=—_—__—_—_ 


117,022 


=—_—_ 


115,636 





* Due to reimbursement in respect of the issue of stores previously unallocated. 


PUBLIC 
1950 
Public Works Non- £ 
Recurrent . 3,189 
Emergency Expenditure 23,466 
Colonial Development 
and Welfare 11,452 
GRAND TOTAL . £97,405 
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1951 
£ 


594 
26,747 


14,488 


1952 
£ 
3,170 


1953 
£ 
1,176 


21,830 
£101,615 £142,022 


—————— 


22,291 
£139,103 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31st DECEMBER, 1953 


Liabilities 
Deposits, invested or Partly 
invested 102,349 
Other deposits 8,948 


Foodstocks Bevotuns 


Fund . 14,290 
Bills of Exchange 375 
Excess of Assets over 

Liabilities 4,454 

£130,416 


Due by Colonial Development and ‘Welfare Schemes 
St. Helena War Savings Certificates accrued interest on 


31st December, 1953 


Contingent liability to Government Savings Bank 


General Revenue Balance : 


Surplus at 1st January, 1953 
Deduct deficit 1953 : 


Surplus at 3lst December, 1953 


Assets £ 
Cash held locally and 
at Crown Agents 17,769 
Investment of available 
balances 
Investment of deposits 105, "462 
Advances . F é 3,185 


£130,416 


£ os.d. 
59 14 1 


1,238 11 2 
2,872 5 10 
7,385 8 1 
2,931 5 6 


£4,454 2 7 





TAXATION 
The principal sources of taxation and the yield from each during 


1952 and 1953 were as follows : 


Customs : 
Import duties 
Export duties 


1952 1953 
eS £ 
. 19,948 21,515 
11,628 5,243 


4,000 - 
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1952 1953 
Port and Marine : £ £ 
Wharfage . A : 7 . 1,687 1,869 
Shipping dues. : . : 354 426 
Cranage dues. ‘ i ‘ 150 150 
Licences, Taxes, etc : 
Boats - : : ‘ Z 80 80 
Cinema . : , : 26 29 
Dogs and Horses : ; : 176 165 
Road Vehicles. . : : 407 445 
Shops, Butchers, etc. . ‘ ‘ 153 212 
Game and Firearms . ‘ : 53 69 
Import Tax ; : 734 671 
Estate and Succession duties i 36 196 
Entertainment Tax 2 F : 142 172 
Water rates ‘ : ‘ ‘ 134 162 


Customs Duties 
The main features of the Customs Tariff, as at 31st December, 1953, 
are shown in Appendix III. 


Death Duties 


Duites are payable on all real and personal property which passes 
on the death of a person (see the Estate and Succession Duties Ordin- 
ance, Cap. 33). The duties are divided into— 


(a) Estate duty, which is a charge on the body of the estate, on a scale 
of 4 per cent over £250 and not exceeding £500, 1 per cent to 
£1,000, 2 per cent to £2,000, 4, 6 and 8 per cent to £3,000, £5,000 
and £7,000 respectively, and scaling up to 25 per cent on estates 
over £60,000.: No duty is payable on estates not exceeding £250. 


(6) Succession duty, which is imposed in addition to the estate 
duty and is collected at rates varying with the relationship of the 
successor. The scale commences with succession value over 
£250 and not exceeding £500, the rates in the three classes 
concerned being 4 per cent for a husband, lineal descendant or 
ancestor of the deceased, 2 per cent for a brother or sister or 
their descendants, and 4 per cent in the case of any other degree 
of relationship or a stranger. The rates increase to 1, 4 and 8 
per cent on a succession value not exceeding £1,000, to 2, 10 and 
20 per cent up to £10,000 and thereafter scale up to 4, 15 and 25 
per cent on a value in excess of £30,000. No duty is payable on 
a value not exceeding £250. 


Provision is also made for the transfer to Government of real property 
in lieu of cash where duties are payable in respect of such property. 
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Stamp Duties e 
These are charges levied on all classes of instruments scheduled in 
the Stamp Duties Ordinance, Cap. 107, and are collected by means of 


postage stamps. Some of the principal duties are : . 
Affidavits, declarations, etc. . ; ‘ ; 5s. 
Contracts or agreements under £10 . 5 2s. 6d. 

en Nas . over £10 F : ; 5s. 

Arbitration awards under £50 7 : : 5s. 

ss » over £50 . : ; F 10s. 
Authentication certificate , ; ‘ ‘ 20s. 
Mortgage bonds per £100 up to £500. ; 2s. 
e ” ” £100 99 99 £1,000 . 3s. 
” ” ” £100 99°99 £2,000 . 5s. 

35 i », £100 exceeding £2,000 . 10s. 
Leases according to tenure and rental. . from 1s. to £2 
Notarial act or instrument. ; : ; 5s. 
Power of Attorney—special power ‘ : 2s. 

eneral power. 10s. 


Deed of transfer of immovable property for every £10 Is. 


Entertainment Tax 

There is a tax under Ordinance, Cap. 31, on every ticket sold for any 
public entertainment on a scale of 1d. on a ticket not exceeding Is., 2d. 
on a ticket exceeding 1s. but not exceeding 2s., and 3d. on any ticket 
costing more than 2s. 


Import Tax 
This was imposed by Ordinance, Cap. 53, and involves payment of 
10s. per £100 value of goods imported into St. Helena. 


Income Tax 

Income tax becomes payable with effect from Ist January, 1954, in 
accordance with Ordinance No. 5 of 1953. The tax, which is levied on 
incomes from local sources only, is at the rate of 9d. in the £. There 
is a personal allowance of £300 and an abatement of one-third of the 
tax for married persons. Company tax is payable at Is. 6d. in the £. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


The St. Helena Coinage Order, 1925, was revoked by Proclamation 
during 1949 and replaced by the Currency, Coinage and Legal Tender 
Ordinance, Cap. 22, which provided inter alia that the Colony’s 
currency should be Bank of England notes and United Kingdom coins. 

The amount of currency in circulation at the end of 1953, including 
South African notes and silver, was estimated at £40,000. 
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. There is no commercial bank operating in the Colony. The Govern- 
ment Savings Bank is the only banking institution. The number of 
depositors and total deposits during the last four years were as follows : 


° No. of Depositors Balances of Deposits 
Year at 31st December at 31st December 
1950. : 512 £110,203 
1951. 518 £105,315 
1952... ‘ 533 £100,221 
1953. é 538 £89,798 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


The total imports (excluding bullion and specie) were valued at £207,836 
in 1952 and £209,507 in 1953. The total exports were £137,020 in 1952 
and £82,858 in 1953, the decrease being accounted for by the fall in the 
quantity and value of hemp exports. 


IMPORTS 


The following table shows the principal heads and respective values 
of imports for the two years under review and the two previous years : 


aes au as rk 
Food, drink and tobacco . : 57,430 87,459 99,859 94,696 
Raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured s 5,618 3,726 7,753 7,408 
Articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured  . : F ; 56,964 72,420 100,204 107,339 
Miscellaneous and unclassified 120 — ~ 20 64 








£120,132 £163,605 £207,836 £209,507 











The sources of imports were as follows : 














1950 1951 1952 1953 

£ % £ % £ % £ % 
United Kingdom 74,968 624 97,105 59} 127,244 614 123,483 59 
South Africa F 23,038 194 30,292 184 34,109 163 39,224 183 
Australia. 4 780 2 1,494 1 1,491 Z 626 + 
New Zealand ‘ 1,960 14 3,698 24 6,631 34 5,373 23 
Rest of 

Commonwealth 6,163 5 7,355 44 11,603 54 12,280 6 
106,909 139,944 181,078 180,986 

Other Countries . 13,223 11 23,661 144 26,758 12% 28,521 13} 











£120,132 £163,605 £207,836 £209,507 
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Goods originating in the United Kingdon in 1953 consisted mainly of 
flour £23,162, lard £1,478, margarine £4,320, milk powder, £1,729, 
confectionery £1,805, tobacco £3,281, cotton piece-goods £1,773, 
motor vehicles £3,434, other machinery £4,403 and cement £6,024. 

Imports from South Africa in 1953 consisted mainly of sugar £9,979, 
confectionery £2,493, jams £1,744, salted meat £2,889, milk powder 
£1,726, beer and stout £3,720 and grains £1,901. 

Imports from other Commonwealth countries in 1953 were primarily 
butter £3,234 and cheese £1,233 from New Zealand ; tea from Ceylon 
£1,440 and from India £1,167 ; timber from East Africa £2,333 and 
from West Africa £4,123. 

Goods originating in foreign countries in 1953 were rice from 
Burma £6,570 and from Brazil £2,880; and mineral oils from Saudi 
Arabia £3, "599, from Netherlands West Indies £1,526, from Netherlands 
East Indies £513 and from the United States of “America £935. 


EXPORTS 


The principal exports are New Zealand hemp (Phormium tenax) and 
its by-products, which make up 99 per cent of the total exports. 

There was a considerable fall in the London market price of hemp 
and its by-products during 1952 and 1953. The highest prices during 
the period were early in 1952 with hemp at £167 per ton, tow at £88 and 
stripper tow at £60. A sharp fall occurred in June, July and August, 
1952, until the prices were as low as £73 per ton for hemp, £50 per ton 
for tow and £35 per ton for stripper tow. Since September, 1952, the 
price fluctuations have been relatively small, the prices at the end of 
1953 being £71 to £72 per ton for hemp, £42 per ton for tow and 
£25. 10s. Od. per ton for stripper tow. 

The fall in the London price of hemp and its by-products is reflected 
in the following tables showing the quantity and value of exports in 
1952 and 1953 as compared with the two previous years : 














1950 1951 1952 1953 
Tons £ Tons £ Tons £ Tons £ 
Hemp . - 1,200 103,912 1,130 158,973 797 101,414 975 63,587 
Tow ‘ 643 31,132 573 43,748 4723 26,680 4614 13,877 
Rope and Twine 36 3,611 53 8,523 51 7,449 42 4,612 
Other articles —_ 1,557 — 3,293 — 1,477 — 782 
£140,212 £214,537 £137,020 £82,858 
Country of 1950 1951 1952 ie 
Destination £ % £ % % % 
United Kingdom 134,526 96 197,558 92 132,742 97 81, 51 984 
South Africa ‘ 5,686 4 13,179 6 4,278 3 L 277 1s 
140,212 210,737 137,020 82,858 
Other Countries. — 3,800 2 —_ — 


£140,212 £214,537 £137,020 £82,858 


Chapter 6: Production 


LAND UTILISATION AND TENURE 


The area of St. Helena is 47 square miles. Of this about one square 
mile is arable land, about five square miles are under New Zealand 
hemp (Phormium tenax), some seven square miles are meadow and 
pasture land, and about one square mile is forest. The remaining 33 
square miles consist of waste lands, part of which could be re-afforested 
but most of which is completely barren. 

Soil erosion is a major problem in the island. Great damage was 
done in the past through widespread denudation of the natural forests. 
Latterly, the evil has continued in the higher lands where over-grazing 
of pastures and misuse of arable land have threatened to destroy the 
agricultural life of the island. During the period under review a 
notable change has begun to take place and the position which was 
deplorable a few years ago, is now very much more encouraging. 
Most of the Crown lands in the high country are now fenced and the 
pastures are making good recovery under controlled, rotational 
grazing. Furthermore, the company which is the largest private 
landowner on the island has undertaken a large-scale programme of 
rehabilitation of its pastures and is making rapid progress with fencing 
and sub-division of its lands. 

A considerable proportion of the arable land is on steep slopes. A 
method of bench terracing suitable to local conditions has been devised 
and put into practice. Local prejudice against terracing has been 
largely overcome but the expense of even the comparatively simple 
type of terrace used has discouraged farmers from adopting it generally. 

With regard to water conservation, greater control is being obtained 
over the catchment areas and demonstrations of spring protection have 
been made on Crown land. Much more still remains to be done, 
however, before the position can be regarded as satisfactory. 

The types of land tenure common on the island are freehold and 
leasehold, the freehold titles dating back to the days of the East India 
Company. 

The following Ordinances and subsidiary legislation made there- 
under are in force : 

The Pasturage (Government Lands) Ordinance, Cap. 81. 
The Agricultural and Livestock Improvement Ordinance, Cap. 2. 


FLAX 

The production of Phormium hemp is the main agricultural industry 
of the Colony. Two firms own the bulk of the leaf-growing areas and 
operate all the mills. A Government-owned mill at Longwood is . 
leased to one of the firms on condition that they will purchase all leaf 
offered by small growers at approved prices. 

During 1952 the industry received a sharp setback when the fibre 
market broke and prices fell steeply. At the same time the supply of 
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teat became very short and these two events led to the closing down of a 
number of the mills. At the end of 1953 of the eight mills on the 
island only three were in operation. The price of hemp in the United 
Kingdom was then £72 per ton as against £155 at the end of 1951 and 
£167 early in 1952. 


Comparative production figures were : 


1950 1951 1952 1953 
tons tons tons tons 
Hemp . , . 1,200 1,130 797 975 
Tow. : 643 - 573 4723 4614 
Rope and twine : 36 53 51 42 


The total values of flax and flax products exported in 1952 and 1953 
were £137,020 and £82,858 respectively. 


LILY BULBS 


With the discovery of eelworm infestation of Lilium longiflorum at 
the end of 1950 and the subsequent treatment of all bulbs with hot 
water, it became possible to resume export in 1952 on a small scale. 
Some 1,000 bulbs were exported in each of the years under review to 
test the efficacy of the control measures that had been taken, Very 
good reports were received and steps were taken to increase production 
as quickly as possible. Unfortunately, the severe drought experienced 
during the 1953 growing season appears to have inhibited the product- 
ion of bulbils to some extent and thus checked the speed with which 
stocks were being built up. Premature sprouting of bulbs has also 
caused some anxiety and this problem is receiving further study. 


FOOD CROPS 


Both 1952 and 1953 were comparatively dry years and in each the 
summer rains were generally brief and inadequate. The winter rains 
of 1953 ended abruptly and were followed by a long dry spell until well 
into 1954. These adverse climatic conditions affected producers 
severely and supplies of potatoes and vegetables were rarely as plentiful 
as they should have been, whilst acute shortage developed in the 
driest periods. 

Efforts continued to be made to improve the efficiency of the food 
gardens and to encourage the control of pests andd iseases, especially 
potato “‘ blight ” which in wet seasons causes heavy crop losses. 


ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 


A further decline in the numbers of some classes of livestock occurred 
during 1952 and 1953. This had been forseen as an inevitable conse- 
quence of the general deterioration that had taken place in the land 
in previous years. The work that has been going on towards re- 
habilitating the land has meant the closing of many pastures and the 
reduction of stock numbers before stability could be obtained. It is 
hoped that, once stability has been reached, there will be a gradual 
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building up of stock numbers to a satisfactory level. Here too the 
long drought in the latter part of 1953 has caused some disappointment 
with the rate at which newly planted grass has established itself on the 
deteriorated pastures. 


Stock census figures at the end of 1951 and 1953 were as follows : 


Cattle Horses Donkeys Sheep Pigs Goats Poultry 
1951 . 996 44 1,240 2,780 210 2,216 7,205 
1953 . 792 35 1,173 2,065 141 2,096 7,802 


Kikuyu grass is being largely used in the restoration of denuded 
pastures and appears to be the most satisfactory grass for the purpose on 
the steeper slopes. Other species, mostly from East Africa, have been 
under trial and one or two have been introduced into some pastures on 
a small scale. Owing to weather conditions, it is too early to know 
what part some of these may play in future development, but both 
Rhodes grass and a species of Setaria from Kenya are promising. 

The Government-owned herd of Ayrshires has grown steadily, and 
sales of some of the progeny will start in 1954 when suitable arrange- 
ments for their good management will be available. Three young 
bulls from the herd are already in service in various parts of the island, 
but no sales of bulls are contemplated at present. 

At the Government Stock Centre free services continued to be 
provided by the Shorthorn bull and the Catalan donkey. A new 
Large Black boar has been introduced and the sale of young pigs at 
moderate prices has been continued. A boar sired by the old Black 
boar is now in service at Longwood where hitherto no such facility 
existed. Importation of new sheep stock is being deferred until 
pasture restoration has proceeded far enough to make such an intro- 
duction reasonably effective. 

During 1953, 219 cattle, 860 sheep and 71 pigs were slaughtered for 
food consumption compared with 178 cattle, 893 sheep and 70 pigs in 
1951. Sales of meat were 59,351 1b. beef, 16, 483 Ib. mutton and 4,178 
Ib. pork. The price of meat at the end of 1953 was Is. 6d. per Ib. for 
beef and mutton and 2s. per Ib. for pork. 

The price of milk was raised to 2s. 8d. per gallon at the dairy 
compared with 2s. in 1951. Production was maintained with some 
difficulty owing to the dry weather, and butter making for most of 
the time was negligible. 

A serious outbreak of what was suspected to be anthrax occurred 
during 1952. There was also a suspicion that some other disease was 
operative, though the matter was complicated by the fact that deaths 
from malnutrition were also occurring. Stringent control measures 
were taken, though the general absence of fencing at that time made 
such measures very difficult. A culture was sent to South Africa for 
examination, and this, together with subsequent field examinations, 
proved the presence of symtomatic anthrax or black quarter. Anthrax 
itself was not confirmed, but inoculations against both these diseases 
were adopted as routine practice. 
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FORESTRY 


Re-afforestation on Crown lands continued steadily during the 
period under review. Natural regeneration of forest on Crown waste 
lands has also been encouraged where possible. Two factors have 
largely dictated the policy to be adopted in this work. The first is the 
presence of a particularly virulent species of white ant, the original 
home of which has now been shown to be Australia. This species 
attacks growing trees from below and can eat the heart of a tree with- 
out any external evidence of its presence. Certain species, notably 
black and green wattle and Cupressus macrocarpa, are particularly 
susceptible and few are really resistant. Information is being gradually 
collected on this point and this will help in the future choice of species. 
The second factor is the need to conserve water resources in the catch- 
ment areas where the planting of Eucalyptus spp., for instance, for the 
quick production of fuel might easily be disastrous. 

Present policy, therefore, is to adopt mixed planting of species, with 
no gums allowed in the catchment areas. Various new species are 
being tried out and termite-resistant kinds, as they are proved, are 
being more widely used. 

An encouraging feature has been the adoption of some measure of 
re-afforestation as a part of the land rehabilitation plans of the largest 
private company. In 1953 some 10,000 young trees were supplied 
to them by Government for beginning this work and, in spite of adverse 
conditions, a large proportion of these trees are now established. 

The supply of fuel has continued to be difficult and has only been 
maintained by the continuance of a rationing system. By this means, 
combined with selective felling and the use of thinnings from the 
earliest plantations, it has been possible to continue without affecting 
the development plan. The position is still a delicate one, however, 
and must continue to be so for some years yet. 


FISHERIES 


Fish of many kinds are plentiful in the waters round St. Helena, 
but although investigations into commercial possibilities have been 
made at various times, no fish canning industry has so far been 
established. 

Fishermen employ about 25 boats for supplying the local market. 

The method of fishing is almost entirely by line, and catches have 
on the whole been good. The commonest fish caught are albacore, 
tuna, rock-cod and small mackerel, and the retail price averages 
about 6d. per lb. 


CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 


The St. Helena Growers’ Association, which has been engaged for 
some years in the marketing of market garden produce, was turned into 
a co-operative society, with share capital, towards the end of 1950 and 
has now become fully established. The total sales of supplies during 
1952 amounted to £2,089, which included sales to Cable and Wireless 
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Ltd. at Ascension amounting to £162, and sales to ships calling at St. 
Helena amounting to £558. The corresponding figures in 1953 were 
£2,030, £194 and £666. 

The society also assists its members by supplying vegetable seeds, 
seed potatoes and agricultural implements. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


The evolution of the educational system of St. Helena and its structure 
resemble in a simplified form the English pattern. Church, charity 
and Government schools were united by an Amalgamation Ordinance 
of 1941 under the control of the Government. The Education Officer 
is advised by a Board of Education comprising representatives of the 
Church and prominent citizens. 

Education is free and compulsory for children from five to 15 years, 
though power to exempt is given to the Education Officer. About 25 
per cent of the total population are children of school age—an exception- 
ally high proportion—and they are taught in 12 schools in various 
parts of the island. Though almost the entire population is literate, 
educational standards are lower than in Britain. There is no grammar 
or secondary technical education. 

The total expenditure on education in 1953 was £14,188, which 
represents 12 -2 per cent of total Government expenditure. 


Schools 






Head and 
Assistants 


Children on roll 
at Feb., 1954 


Pupil 
Teachers 


Primary 
Blue Hill . ane 48 
Country Junior .. 100 
Half Tree Hollow. 139 
Jamestown Infants . 120 
Jamestown Junior . 160 
Longwood a8 va 130 
All-range 
Hutt’s Gate & 126 
Levelwood ne 81 
Sandy Bay Bs 54 
Secondary 
Country Senior ‘ 112 
Pilling Senior . ; 154 


St. Helena Secondary (Selective) 50 


* 2 special subject teachers. +3 special subject teachers. 
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Apart from staffing difficulties the most acute problem has been that 
of accommodation. The effects of the high birth rates since 1942 are 
being increasingly felt and junior and infant schools in the more 
populous areas are seriously congested. It has been impossible to 
admit all children reaching school age and as term by term the position 
is aggravated some children of six or even seven years have not yet 
attended school. The congestion will soon be felt in the senior schools 
and the provision of extra accommodation is receiving attention as a 
matter of urgency. 

In recent years the work of the Secondary School has suffered from 
the vicissitudes of changing premises and staff ; there have been six 
Head Teachers since 1949. By July, 1953, the roll was reduced to 
30 girls and eight boys. A new class and two teachers were introduced 
in August and though the barrack buildings on Ladder Hill are un- 
orthodox, good progress is being made. The problem of arranging 
transport for pupils from outlying areas is a difficult one in an island 
where there is no form of public transport. 

The two large school gardens are in process of reorganisation for 
experimental and demonstration work and it is hoped that other schools 
will be equipped with gardens and the necessary tools and materials 
so that rural pursuits may take their proper place in the education of 
country children. 

The school meals system, abandoned in April, 1951, has not been 
re-established, but milk, made from milk powder, is served to all 
children each day. 

Attendances have not been interrupted by any epidemic since 1950 
and remain at a satisfactorily high figure ; unwarranted absences have 
diminished and are a problem only in the Longwood area. 

Handicraft and domestic science work of high standard is achieved 
in the two senior schools where facilities are available, and the schools” 
efforts for the 1952 Agricultural Show formed a praiseworthy exhibit. 


Students Abroad 

Three students are following courses of study in Britain on Colonial 
Development and Welfare scholarships: one, a nurse, has almost 
completed her training ; the second is at a Farm Institute for a year’s 
course ; the third is in the first year of a three-year teacher-training 
course. The lack of educational facilities beyond the age of fifteen 
makes it difficult for even very promising pupils to secure scholarships, 
though the need for trained islanders, particularly teachers, is obvious. 


Teacher Training 

No teacher-training establishment exists, and no island teacher has 
been college trained. A pupil-teacher system has long been in 
operation ; entry is normally at 15 years, and training over a four- 
year period devolves on the Education Officer and the head teachers. 
The migration to Britain of many pupil-teachers under training has in 
recent years tended to vitiate the training programme, but the revision 
of salaries in 1952 has mitigated, though not solved, this problem. 
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The staffing of the schools is ill-balanced, comprising a small minority 
of experienced teachers and a large majority of pupil and young 
assistant teachers. Unfortunately few young men have been 
encouraged to make teaching their career. 

The Education Officer now carries out a programme of lectures and 
seminars out of school hours with groups of pupil teachers at convenient 
centres on the island, supplemented by holiday courses and conferences. 
The first residential course for pupil teachers was held at the Country 
School in July, 1953, and proved most successful. Twenty attended 
and worked hard for five days. Six of these, who had served their 
four-year period, passed the examination and were promoted to 
assistant teachers. As a result of the course a series of excursions to 
study the geography, history and natural history of the island was 
arranged and each has been attended by an interested group of more 
than twenty teachers. 


Staff 

The year 1953 was marked by many changes in the Education 
Department. As a consequence of the “ adoption” of the island by 
the East Suffolk County Council Education Committee in 1952, one 
of their staff, Mr. N. R. Kerr, was appointed to succeed Mr. R. C. 
Thompson as Education Officer and also as Headmaster of the 
Secondary School. Mr. Kerr arrived and Mr. Thompson departed 
early in April, 1953. A second member of the East Suffolk staff is 
expected early in 1954 to assist with teacher training and in the Second- 
ary School. Several important staff changes occurred. Miss E. Smith, 
M.B.E. retired and left for Britain after almost 50 years of devoted 
service as teacher and headmistress. Mr. and Mrs. Chester, whose 
services had been provided by a Colonial Development and Welfare 
grant, left in August after three years in the Department. The other 
teacher in the Secondary School resigned and left for Britain in Septem- 
ber. An assistant teacher, the first island teacher to be awarded a 
training scholarship, also left for a three-year course in England. One 
assistant teacher and one pupil teacher resigned. To make good 
these losses seven young pupil teachers were appointed. 


Further Education 

There is little scope for further education with a vocational bias ; 
needlework and lacemaking classes of long standing remain popular 
and a shorthand class. begun in June, 1953, has proved very successful. 
In Jamestown there is a need for recreational classes particularly for 
young adults who lack opportunity for communal leisure activities ; 
as a beginning a Folk-dance Club is being started. 

The well-stocked Public Library is not used to the extent it should 
be ; the issues amounting to approximately 5,000 per year for a James- 
town population of over 1,500 reflect the lack of a reading habit. A 
children’s section is being opened in an effort to encourage the young 
and a good supply of books has been obtained. In order to offer 
some facilities for country folk, six small branch libraries have been 


es 
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opened in schools, a selection of books and periodicals, changed at 
intervals, are available to borrowers. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 
Vital Statistics 

Details are given on page 5, but the following table giving deaths 
by age groups is of interest. 


Deaths by Age Groups 1952 1953 
0 —4 weeks . , . : 6 2 
4 weeks to 6 months 1 1 
1—10 years 2 — 

11—20__,, _ _ 
21—30_ is, 1 1 
31—40_=C=»"»» _ 2 
41—SO0_,, 1 1 
51—60__,, 6 7 
61—70 ,, 4 7 
7i—80_ a, 7 9 
81—90__,, 5 3 
91—100 ,, 1 — 
Unclassified 6 3 

40 36 


Principal Diseases 

Deficiency Diseases. The staple food of the islanders is bread and tea. 
Several patients have been encountered who consume nothing else. One 
would expect widespread evidence of malnutrition but it is not manifest 
by any precise clinical picture. There is a general low resistance to 
secondary skin infections. Only one case of true beri-beri has been 
encountered and it is a case persisting from a big outbreak of beri-beri 
a decade ago. 

Gastro-intestinal Diseases. Dyspepsia is common. At the beginning 
of 1952, one case of amoebic liver abscess was treated. Amoebic 
dysentry has been reported from time to time, but only occasionally 
is a case detected. One or two cases of persistent chronic dysentery 
have been treated during 1952 and 1953. 


Venereal diseases are not common. Several cases of gonorrhoea 
were treated during 1952 and 1953, and there is no doubt that there is 
concealed syphilis on the island. 


Respiratory diseases are common and chronic fronchitis with asthma 
and emphysema is frequently encountered in children and adults. 


Communicable Diseases. There were no epidemics during 1952 and 
1953, although at the beginning of 1952 there were still a few cases of 
mumps, the remnants of the big 1951 epidemic. The only other 
infectious disease was a small outbreak of chickenpox towards the end 
of 1952 which never reaclied epidemic proportions ; it was interesting 
to note a few cases of Herpes Zoster towards the end of this outbreak. 
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Helminthic diseases are confined to ascariasis, which is no doubt due 
to the fact that the islanders do not boil their drinking water. 

Three cases of leprosy have continued to receive treatment in the 
leper colony during 1952 and 1953. One male case appears to be cured. 


Hospitals and Clinics 

There is one general hospital in the Colony with 35-40 beds. Most of 
the people who attend the out-patient department live in poor housing 
conditions and treatment at home for such ailments as dermatitis and 
tonsilitis does not produce satisfactory results. In addition many of 
the homes are difficult to reach and, in order to exercise adequate 
supervision of his patients, the medical officer would have to spend a 
great deal of his time in travelling. It was therefore decided to admit 
a certain number of patients with minor complaints to hospital. This 
system has prevented many conditions from dragging on and it has 
cut down considerably the number of working hours lost. 


The out-patient attendances were as follows : 
1951 


1952 1953 

New Cases F : 7,499 2,875 2,531 
Return Cases. ‘. 7,654 3,043 321 
Total . Fi 15,153 5,918 2,852 


The total number of hospital admissions increased, but the average 
number of days spent in hospital by patients with minor complaints is 


small 1951 1952 1953 
Hospital Admissions 493 972 855 


Two hundred and nineteen cases were operated on in hospital in 1952, 
40 being major cases, compared with 221 cases (38 major) in 1953. 

During 1953 a weekly eye diseases clinic was started in the out- 
patient department. The bulk of the work has been examination for 
errors of refraction. 

There are five centres where medical officers hold clinics daily, 
bi-weekly or weekly and the same centres are used by the Health Sister 
for ante-natal and child welfare clinics. 

The attendances at the respective medical officers’ clinics during 1953 


are shown below : New Ronen 
Cases Cases 
Jamestown (Civil Hospital O.P.D.) 1,735 208 
Rural Longwood : : 548 76 
Health Head O’Wain : 78 8 
Centres Luffkins : F 52 4 
Sandy Bay : : 118 25 
Total j 3 3 : 2,531 321 
Home visits 576 


There is also a leper hospital and a mental asylum. 
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Colonial Development and Welfare grants for the following building 
schemes were approved in 1953 : 


Mental Hospital. The new building will be ready for occupation by the 
middle of 1954. 


Sisters’ Quarters. Work will begin on these quarters early in 1954. 


Civil Hospital. Final plans for building an entirely new hospital are 
still under consideration. If approved, it is proposed to adapt the 
present building for use as an out-patient department, dental clinic 
and general administrative block. 

Poor House. Although this institution will not be a financial responsi- 
bility of the Public Health Department, the building plans include 
small wards for old people. 


Training of Nurses 

At the end of 1952 elementary examinations were held for nurses 
and nursing orderlies to assist in the selection of nurses for promotion. 

During 1953 a Nurses’ Training School was started and the medical 
officers and sisters gave lectures in nursing, anatomy and physiology, 
surgery, medicine and obstetrics. The lectures are elementary in 
order to conform to the nurses’ standard of education ; nevertheless 
the examinations gave encouraging results. British Red Cross manuals 
were issued to the nursing staff as textbooks and a summary of the 
medical lectures was printed and issued to all nurses. 

A plan was initiated in 1953 for training two midwife-district nurses 
who will undertake normal obstetrical deliveries of mothers in their 
own homes. Deliveries at home have not hitherto been encouraged 
because of the lack of properly trained midwives. The trained mid- 
wives will also carry out district nursing, run clinics for minor complaints 
and assist in the ante-natal and child welfare clinics in the rural health 
centres. 

A Nurses and Midwives Board of Control has been formed to control 
the training and examination standards of local nurses and midwives 
and to regulate the standard of work of qualified nurses and midwives. 


St. Helena Red Cross Committee 

A St. Helena Committee of the British Red Cross Society was formed 
during 1953. It is hoped that this Committee will eventually provide 
personnel to carry out auxiliary services to the Public Health Depart- 
ment such as inaugurating and running a simple blood transfusion 
register ; providing physiotherapists and simple physiotherapy 
equipment ; staffing small first aid posts and organising occupational 
therapy for patients in the new Mental Hospital. 


Hygiene and Sanitation 

The General Board of Health meets quarterly and has performed 
very useful work. The following are examples of the problems with 
which it has been concerned : 
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(a) Consideration of the use of dust masks at stone crushers and 
flaxmills. 


(b) The design and production of large flytraps for distribution to 
various fly-breeding areas. 

(c) Recommendations for the introduction of efficient water filter 
and sterilisation equipment at aerated water plants. (The 
largest manufacturer has voluntarily bought and installed a new 
sterasyl filtration plant.) 

(d) The introduction of a scheme of voluntary inoculation of all 
dairymen with T.A.B. (Almost every dairyman on the Island 
volunteered.) 

(e) Flyproofing the meat and fish markets. 


Preventive Measures. No tropical diseases exist on St. Helena. 
Arrangements are being made to collect mosquitoes and a small fly 
(which may be a sandfly) for forwarding to the London School of 
Tropical Medicine for indentification. It is believed that no aedes 
egyptii or malaria-carrying anopheline mosquitoes exist on St. Helena. 

One cargo ship coming directly from a recognised malaria area made 
an emergency call during 1953 in order to send ashore a mental patient 
for hospital treatment. Precautions were taken to avoid the possibility 
of strange mosquitoes finding their way ashore. 

Arrangements have been made for an extensive rat extermination 
campaign, covering the whole island, which will begin in 1954 under 
the control of the Agricultural Department. The campaign in James- 
town will be undertaken by the Health Department. Preliminary 
experiments with a new poison, which is not dangerous to domestic 
animals, have been most encouraging. 


Sanitation. Sewage disposal in Jamestown is by underground sewers 
which are maintained by the Public Health Department. Disposal 
in the country districts is by drain to septic tanks and old fashioned 
cesspools, but in the smaller houses is from latrine bucket to a shallow ~ 
earth trench which immediately afterwards is covered with earth. The 
latter method is by no means ideal but the possibility of universal 
deep-bore latrines has been already considered and found to be 
economically impracticable. 

Water services in all housing districts are adequate, but shortages 
hae during the dry seasons when restrictions on its use are imposed 
by law. 


School Hygiene. School hygiene inspections have been regularly 
carried out by the Health Sister and her assistant. 


Schoolchildren immunised against diphtheria 
1953 


495 190 


Public Health Department 
The establishment of the Department consists of two medical officers, 
two nursing sisters, a health sister and one assistant, three nurses, six 
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probationers and three male surgical dressers in the Civil Hospital, a 
dental officer and dental mechanic, two sanitary inspectors, and the 
usual administrative staff. 

There is no private medical practice. 


Arnold Memorial Hospital Fund 

During 1952 several old-standing monetary bequests to the island 
were amalgamated into one fund, the Arnold Memorial Hospital Fund, 
which is controlled by a committee of three members, with the Senior 
Medical Officer as chairman. During the last two years the fund has 
been used to provide such items as milk powder for infants, and 
dentures, spectacles and surgical appliances for patients too poor to 
pay for them ; and 90 poor people were provided with 10 shillings’ 
worth of groceries each at Christmas. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


There is a unit of Boy Scouts and Cubs in Jamestown and units of 
Girl Guides and Brownies both in Jamestown and in the country 
districts. The annual camps of the Boy Scouts were attended by 70 
Scouts in 1952 and 82 in 1953. A small annual Government grant is 
made to these movements. 

The care and relief of the destitute is in the hands of the Poor Relief 
Board, a statutory body. An annual grant of £500 is made to the 
Board by Government and about £1,000 is collected by the Board by 
means of rates. The membership of the Board is laid down by 
Ordinance ; it consists of two Government officials nominated by the 
Governor, two members of the Advisory Council nominated by the 
Governor, and four elected ratepayers. There is at all times a rate- 
payers’ majority on the Board. 

The Board maintained a poor house with 22 and 20 inmates respect- 
ively in 1952 and 1953, and a mental asylum with eight patients. 

There are six friendly societies with a total membership of approxim- 
ately 2,823. The functions of these societies differ, but in the main 
they provide for old-age pensions, sick relief pay, or for burial expenses. 
They are subject to control by regulations made under the Friendly 
Societies Ordinance, Cap. 42. 


HOUSING 


To enable the housing position to be properly assessed it is necessary 
to review housing activities since 1944. Since then housing 
conditions have been greatly improved by the various schemes listed 
below. By taking an average of five persons per household (a low 
figure), it will be noted that some 23 per cent of the total population 
of about 4,900 have been given better housing conditions. 


Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes 
One hundred and twenty new houses and flats have been built from 
Development and Welfare Funds in various parts of the island : 
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Jamestown 37 houses and 14 flats 
Longwood 21 houses 

Deadwood 18 houses 

New Ground 19 houses 

Half Tree Hollow 6 houses 
Miscellaneous 


Country Districts 5 houses 


This represents better housing for 12-5 per cent of the population 
at five persons per house. 


Subsidies 

Assistance in the form of a subsidy, with a maximum of £50, has been 
given to some 50 islanders to enable them to build their own houses, 
most of which are built of local stone and mud, cement pointed out- 
side and inside, with floors of concrete or concrete and timber. The 
majority of the houses have four rooms—two bedrooms, one sitting 
room (used as a bedroom where there is a mixed family) and a kitchen- 
living room. To obtain a subsidy, a rough drawing showing the size 
of house must be submitted; if it conforms with the requirements a 
grant is provisionally promised. When the frame of the house is 
completed and ready for roofing it is inspected, if satisfactory a subsidy 
is deposited with the Treasury against the purchase of roofing materials 
from the Public Works Department. In some cases it has taken two 
years to collect and carry the stone to the site and to build the found- 
ations and walls, the work often being carried out entirely by the 
members of the family. 

5 -2 per cent of the population were assisted by this means. 


Loans 


Loans, on easy repayment terms, have been granted to some 50 
house owners to enable them to repair their houses and put them in 
good order. Without these loans many houses would have become 
uninhabitable. 

By this means about 5-2 per cent of the population have been 
assisted. 


Miscellaneous 


In addition to the above, eight houses have been built, seven of them 
by the Public Works Department, mostly for private owners. 

In spite of all this building a considerable number of houses are still 
required, mostly in Jamestown where there are many houses beyond 
economic repair, due mainly to the fact that they were built of stone 
and mud before the white ant appeared on the island. These mud 
houses provide ideal conditions for white ants. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


The following legislation enacted during 1952 and 1953 is of interest : 


Ordinance No. 


10. 


1952 


Tristan da Cunha By-Laws Ordinance provides 
for a Council and for the making of by-laws and 
levying of taxes in Tristan da Cunha. 


Customs (Amendment) Ordinance amends section 
5 and adds a new Schedule IV to the principal 
Ordinance setting out the list of countries whose 
ieee are eligible for preferential import duties 
tariff. 


Public Health (Amendment) Ordinance provides 
for control over the erection, reconstruction, 
alteration or extensive repairs of buildings in 
Jamestown. 


Wild Life (Tristan da Cunha) Protection (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance amends certain sections of the 
principal Ordinance and provides the Governor 
or the Administrator of Tristan da Cunha with 
powers to grant licences to kill or take or export 
any wild animal or bird from Tristan da Cunha. 


Poor Relief (Amendment) Ordinance provides 
for four ratepayers to be elected as members of 
the Poor Relief Board instead of two as hitherto. 


Pensions Ordinance regulates the grant of 
pensions, gratuities and other allowances in 
respect of offices held in the St. Helena Civil 
Service; this is a consolidating Ordinance 
amending and replacing previous legislation. 


Tristan da Cunha Ordinances (Application) 
(Amendment) Ordinance adds the Wireless 
Telegraphy Ordinance, 1913, to the Schedule of 
the principal Ordinance. 


Water Supply (Amendinent) Ordinance exempts 
premises under £50 in value from water rates. 


1953 


Shops (Hours of Opening and Closing) Ordinance 
fixes the hours of business of shops in James- 
town. 
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Ordinance No. 2. Contracts of Service (Amendment) Ordinance 
amends certain sections of the principal Ordin- 
ance and provides that agreements made out- 
side the Colony that are to be performed in the 
Colony shall not be enforceable in the Colony 
by the employer unless it is in writing and has 
been countersigned by an Attesting Officer in the 
Colony. 


ss »» 5» Income Tax Ordinance imposes a tax on incomes 
and regulates the collection thereof. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 
The judicial organisation consists of : 


The Supreme Court. The Governor as Acting Chief Justice presides 
over this Court which has full criminal and civil jurisdiction. Criminal 
cases on the calendar are dealt with according to English procedure 
as far as local circumstances permit, and prisoners have the right of 
trial by jury if they so elect. The Court, which is situated in James- 
town, also has Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Divisions. Appeal 
under certain circumstances is to the Privy Council. 


The Masgistrate’s Court. The Magistrate is the Government 
Secretary, who is also a Justice of the Peace. There are four other 
Justices of the Peace, any two of whom can sit in the Magistrate’s 
Court. There is a right of appeal to the Supreme Court. 


The Small Debts Court. Two of the Justices of the Peace are 
appointed by the Governor as Judges of this Court, which hears civil 
cases for the recovery of debts not exceeding £25. 


The Juvenile Court. This is held by the Magistrate or Justices, and 
the only other persons present in court are the Police Prosecutor and 
the parents of the accused child. Children are not imprisoned. There 
is no remand home. 

A person without legal training may act, with the approval of the 
Court, in the interests of the defendant or plead a cause in the Supreme 
Court. There are no practising solicitors. 

Statistics of cases tried by the Courts are given at Appendix IV. 


POLICE 


The members of the Police Force are recruited locally ; the Superint- 
endent of the Force has since 1950 been a professional police officer 
appointed from the United Kingdom. 

The strength of the Force is one superintendent, two sergeants, and 
10 constables, two of whom perform a year’s tour at Ascension Island. 
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Since 1950 eight-week courses of training in police duties and law 
have been given to the Force. A copy of Moriarty’s Police Law has 
been issued to each member of the Force ; the result has been a more 
instructed attitude to their duties and, it is believed, greater public 
confidence in the Force. A local auxiliary force of 20 Special Con- 
stables has been formed. 

The Superintendent of Police is also Passport Control Officer and 
Immigration Officer. 


Crime 


Serious crime is not prevalent on the island and many of the minor 
offences, particularly petty thieving of money, are committed by 
juveniles of school age, but since there is no probation service or remand 
home, these offenders tend to be brought before the Police Superintend- 
ent for admonition. Whipping was abolished in 1950. 

In the more serious cases juveniles are brought before the Juvenile 
Court and in many prosecutions the Justices have ordered them to 
report each Saturday morning during four to eight weeks at the local 
police stations for light work and supervision. This has proved 
satisfactory. 

In 1953 the Vicar of Jamestown accepted the post (unpaid) of Court 
Missioner ; hitherto no outside body had interested itself in persons 
on probation or in after care. 


PRISONS 

The Superintendent of Police is also Superintendent of the Prison in 
Jamestown and has a staff of two—the warder and his wife who acts 
as matron. Nine male prisoners were committed to prison during 
1952 and six in 1953. There is no special provision for first offenders 
or for the segregation of recidivists, since it rarely happens that more 
than two prisoners are in prison at the same time. Work consists of 
general labour inside the prison and, when required, outside cleaning 
or clearance of sites. 

There are no Borstal or similar institutions, nor do they appear 
necessary, although a detention centre for juveniles might be an 
advantage. 


Chapter 10: Public Utilities and Public Works 


WATER 
At least 80 per cent of the population obtain their water from piped 
supplies, the remainder, mostly isolated houses, rely on collected rain 
water.’ These houses are in positions where it is either impossible or 
uneconomic to install a piped gravity supply. Where the number of 
these isolated houses warrants it, piped supplies to district storage tanks 


30 ST. HELENA 


have been installed to assist as many householders as possible when 
their supply of rainwater fails. 

The water supplies were well maintained during 1952-53 and sufficient 
water was available for domestic users and calling ships, although 
restrictions had to be imposed during dry periods. 


LIGHTING 
There are no gas supplies in the Colony, but there is a small electric 
lighting system in Jamestown, the charge for house lighting being Ss. 
per point per month for current available from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily. 
A more extensive electricity service is under construction in James- 
town which, it is expected, will be available by the middle of 1954. 


TRANSPORT 

There is no public transport system. There are, however, sufficient 
taxis available for all needs as well as a few “ drive yourself ” cars that 
can be hired by visitors and others for varying periods. In spite of the 
high cost of running and maintaining vehicles, owing to the fact that 
practically all roads have steep gradients, the hire charges for taxis 
and cars are reasonable. 

There are no railways, inland waterways or aerodromes. 


TELEPHONES 


There is a telephone system serving practically all districts. The 
charges are as follows : 


Single line telephones and party lines . £6 10s. Od. per annum 
Extensions, internal and external, up to 
areasonable distance. £2 15s. Od. per annum 


There are call boxes available in most districts. 


The telephone system was taken over by the Public Works Depart-- 
ment at the end of 1953. 
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SHIPPING 
Thirty merchant ships of a total tonnage of 251,234 called during 
1953, 13 being en route to South African ports, 15 to the United King-. 
dom, | to the United States of America and 1 to Gibraltar ; H.M.S. 
Sparrow also visited the Colony in October, 1953. 

The only port in St. Helena is Jamestown which is an open road- 
stead with good anchorages for ships of any size. 


ROADS 


There are 644 miles of motor roads on the island, the majority of 
which are usable by motor traffic in all weather. 


PRESS AND INFORMATION SERVICES 31 


No additional roads have been constructed during the period under 
review. 

The surfacing of roads with “‘ Colas” has continued, and a further 
stretch of 34 miles between the top of Sidepath and Longwood has 
been carried out with Colonial Development and Welfare funds. 

The policy of tar-sealing the more important roads results both in 
the saving of maintenance costs and in reduced running costs and wear 
and tear on vehicles ; and more attention can be given to the secondary 
roads. 


POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 


The post office in Jamestown is the only post office in the Colony. 
Surface mails are carried by Union Castle ships which make monthly 
calls both on their way from the United Kingdom to South Africa and 
also in the reverse direction. Air mail correspondence is despatched 
by surface mail to the United Kingdom and South Africa for onward 
conveyance by air. In addition to an ordinary money order service 
there is also a telegraph money order service both to the United King- 
dom and South Africa. There is no internal post in the Colony. 
Telegrams are accepted by Messrs. Cable and Wireless Ltd. 

A special 3d. stamp to commemorate Her Majesty’s Coronation 
was placed on sale on 2nd June and was withdrawn from sale on 31st 
December, 1953. A new definitive issue of stamps, bearing the port- 
rait of Her Majesty, was placed on sale on 4th August, 1953. 
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There are no newspapers. The St. Helena Magazine, which had 
been published monthly since 1921 by the Reverend Canon L. C. 
Walcott, ceased publication after his death in April, 1951. 

The Official Gazette is published periodically at 1s. per copy. 

The Education Officer publishes a weekly news sheet compiled from 
B.B.C. news bulletins. 

In addition the Education Officer runs the library service and film 
shows. The latter, comprising newsreels, documentaries and interest 
eee an held each month before crowded audiences in six country 
schools. 


PART III 


Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


St. HELENA is situated in the South Atlantic Ocean 955 miles south of 
the Equator, 760 miles south-east of Ascension Island and 4,477 miles 
from Southampton in latitude 15° 55’ south and longitude 50° 42’ 
west. The nearest point of the West African continent is 1,140 miles 
distant and the South American coast is 1,800 miles to the westward. 

St. Helena is 10} miles long by 64 miles wide and has an area of 47 
miles of rugged and mountainous country of volcanic origin. The 
highest peaks are Actaeon and Diana, of approximately 2,700 feet. 
The only town and port is Jamestown. Greenwich mean time is used. 

St. Helena, although within the tropics, enjoys a mild and equable 
climate owing to the constant south-east trade winds. At Jamestown 
the maximum shade temperature rarely exceeds 90° and the minimum 
is rarely below 57°, while upland temperatures average 10° lower. 


Rainfall figures (in inches) over the past ten years are as follows : 










1950 | 1951 





33.59 
29.56 
22.60 





Jamestown | 7.54| 6.44 | 5.67 | 9.26 6.39 | 17.19 a 


The St. Helena Meterological Station at Hutt’s Gate (2,066 feet) 
recorded the following observations during 1952 and 1953: 











Amt. o, Weather Wind 
Cit Rainfall No. of days of No. of observations of 
1952 | $$ | 
Month| §& 3 $| 3 =» $3 $3} 28 u y ge py BE 
S |S § gg] 2 & 84 88 Bo a uP ze 
Jan. 6.9 71 27 «31 9 8 5 8 - - 94 26- - - = 
Feb. 5.9 2.49 40 17 16 13 5 14 - 1 10 83 22- - - - 
Mar. 6.8 2.04 .40 16 21 9 1 7 - 1 85: 33. = es 8 
April 6.7 1.87 -60 7 17 14 2 5 - - 53 58 - =~ —- = 
May 67 | 374 73 12| 20 16 3 3 | = 7 “a4. 2 ~«2~«*3 
June 6.5 4.13 56 22) 22 16 2 4 - 6 728 12 - -—- = § 
July 70 | 607 109 22] 29 21 1 2/1 1 2 98 14- 2 2 7 
Aug. 6.9 2.80 58 4 19 12 2 10 - - 10 98 146- - —- = 
Sept. 7.6 1.94 37 «15 16 16 1 20 - - 95 146 - - =—- — 
Oct. 7.6 1.30 31 3 1S 15 1 18 - - 4 96 24- - - - 
Nov. 6.5 1.66 .29 27 16 16 4 8 1 2 12 80 24- - = 1 
Dec. 74 2. 35 1 24 14 2 10 - - 7 10 13 - - - = 
YEAR 82.5 | 30. 79 224 170 29 109 2 18 137 1026 273 - - 2 10 
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Air Temperature 
Means of absolute Mimimum and Maximum 
Min. Date | Max. Date 













Mean 
Pressure 
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Weather Wind 
‘No. of days of No. of observations of 





Month| . 3 2 5 Sa $s j & E & 

8 £ 8 8 3s 8 s2 y my fo SSE 

g & § gS {|S &§ 8 Fl Ft eX%ug 4%ae Bz § 
Jan. 69 | 117 37 12) 12 9 3 0 |- 1 398 2- - - - 
Feb. 67 | 289 (54 3| 2 16 1 #8 | - - 10 8 19 - - - = 
Mar. 5.6 | 1.11 3} 17 8 3 5$|-=- 3 99 6- - - 6 
April | 65 | 232 114 14] 22 9 4 12/1 2793 18 - = = 4 
May 6.0 | 2.61 3|/ 18 10 3 12/- 1 8 9 21 - - 2 
June 68 | 691 120 19] 26 19 1 7|5 731 5 11 - —~ — 8 
July 72 | 461 ‘80 12| 24 8 2 10| —- - 13 8 2%- - — - 
‘Aug. 73 | 501 106 3] 21 18 -~ 12 | - 1 14 72 3 - 2 2 OL 
Sept. TA 399 0117 «17/ 15 11 - 2] - - 6 & B@- - - = 
Oct. 73 8 «125 «19/ 11 6 #2 18 | - - 5 94 28 - - 2 = 
Nov. 12 8 114 «25] 20 11 «14 Ot] SS 4 83 2B LF ODL 
Dec 69 72 1 19] 2 6 13 #1] - - 3 8 38 - - = Cf 
Torar | 81.8 | 29.90 230 131 46 6 13 113 1031276 1 - — 20 


Thunder was recorded once, in November, 1953. 



























Air Temperature s_ 8 2 g 
1953 Mean ee B38| $5 
date Pressure Means of absolute Mimimum and Maximum S| eh 
font etre enretertta 
Mean Min. Max. | Min. Mean 
January . * P 62.9 59.9 66.5 58 88.3 
February . . . 64.5 61.4 68.3 59 90 
he . . 65.9 63.5 69.7 60 88 
April * ‘ 64.3 61.4 67.3 59 88 
ay . . 61.9 59.4 66.9 57 90 
June . . 59.9 56.9 62.3 55 91 
July . 7 57.5 55.3 59.7 53 89 
August . . 56.8 54.6 59.2 52 89 
September . . 57.2 55.0 59.4 52 89 
October . . . 57.9 55.3 60.7 52 89 
November 58.1 55.7 59.9 54 89 
December . . 59.9 57.1 63.0 55 89 
TOTAL . » 7266.6 695.5 762.9 1069.3 
AVERAGE . . 60.5 57.9 63.6 89.1 








Chapter 2: History 


St. Helena was discovered by the Portuguese navigator, Juan de Nova 
Castella, on 21st May, 1502, the anniversary of St. Helena, the mother 
of the Emperor Constantine. He landed at the valley where James- 
town now stands and built a chapel there which gave the valley the 
name ‘** Chapel Valley ” by which it is still locally known. 

The Portuguese kept the discovery of the island a secret and used it 
as a port of call for their East India Fleet. However, in 1588 Captain 
Thomas Cavendish, commanding H.M.S. Desire, called at St. Helena. 
on his voyage round the world. He stayed 12 days and recorded the: 
presence of pheasants and partridges, which are still to be found, and. 
quantities of fruit in Chapel Valley. 

Thereafter the English and Dutch merchant ships called frequently 
to water and refit. In 1633 the island was annexed by the Dutch but. 
not occupied. The English East India Company seized St. Helena in. 
1659, but the Dutch re-took it on New Year’s Day, 1673. 

On 5th May, 1673, the English recaptured the island and the East: 
India Company held it under Charter from Charles II until 1834.. 
The Emperor Napoleon was exiled on the island from 1815 until his. 
death on 5th May, 1821. 

On 22 April, 1834 the island was brought under the direct govern- 
ment of the Crown after the East India Company had administered it 
for 162 years. In those days the annual expenditure was about 
£90,000. 

In 1840 the French Frigate, La Belle Poule, with the Prince of. 
Joinville on board removed Napoleon’s remains to France. 

The first Bishop of St. Helena, Dr. Piers C. Claughton, landed on: 
30th October, 1859. 

In 1860 His Royal Higness the Duke of Edinburgh visited St. Helena. 

In 1874 the first New Zealand flax (Phormium tenax) was introduced 
and, although at first the experiment offered little hope of commercial 
success, hemp is now the principal export of the Colony and the growing: 
and manufacture of it is the main industry. 

The Zulu Chief Denizula, son of the great Cetewayo, was interned. 
in St. Helena from 1890 until 1897, when he and his retinue were sent. 
back to Zululand. 

In November, 1899, the submarine cable from Capetown was landed 
at St.Helena by the Eastern Telegraph Company; it was the first stage: 
of the England to South Africa cable. 

In 1900 General Cronje and his wife were sent to St. Helena with. 
over 500 Boer prisoners of war. By 1902 there was a total of nearly 
6,000 prisoners of war on the island. 

On 4th August, 1925, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales landed. 
from H.M.S. Repulse and remained on the island for two days. 
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On 29th April, 1947, Their Majesties King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth, accompanied by Their Royal Highnesses the Princess 
Elizabeth and the Princess Margaret, landed from H.M.S. Vanguard 
and toured the island. His Majesty presented the Colony with his 
Royal Standard as a memento of this unofficial visit. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


‘The Government is administered by a Governor aided by an Executive 
and an Advisory Council. The Governor alone makes Ordinances, 
there being no Legislative Council, but power is reserved to Her 
Majesty in Council to legislate by Order. 

The Executive Council consists of the Government Secretary and the 
Colonial Treasurer as ex officio members and such other nominated 
members holding office under the Crown as may be approved. 

The Advisory Council consists of six persons not holding any office 
under the Crown, appointed by the Governor under the Public Seal of 
the Colony. Two Councillors are appointed from nominees sub- 
mitted by the Friendly Societies and one Councillor represents the 
interests of the Phormium flax industry. 

Under the provisions of the Poor Relief Ordinance, No. 4 of 1940, a 
Board was created with powers to impose and collect local rates on 
immovable property. The Board is responsible for the maintenance 
of the poor house and mental asylum and for outdoor relief of the poor 
and distressed. The Board also carries out duties of a municipal 
nature, such as control of the public market and slaughter-house and 
street lighting. The Board consists of two official members nominated 
‘by the Governor, two ratepaying members of Advisory Council 
nominated by the Governor, and four ratepayers elected by the rate- 
payers at their annual meeting ; there is, therefore, a non-official 
majority. The chairman is nominated by the Governor from amongst 
the members. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


The law relating to weights and measures is governed by the Weights 
and Measures Ordinance Cap. 126. Imperial weights and 
measures are in use. 

The Superintendent of Police is the Inspector of Weights and 
Measures, and undertakes all necessary inspections. 


PART IV 


Ascension 


Geography and Climate 

Tue island of Ascension lies in the South Atlantic in latitude 7°56’ 
south and longitude 14° 25’ west and has an area of some 34 square 
miles. The island is a barren, rocky peak of volcanic origin and 
destitute of vegetation except at the top of the peak called Green 
Mountain (height 2,870 feet), but despite this the land supports con- 
siderable livestock. 

The climate is definitely tropical but dry. Rainfall in 1952 was 
5-66 inches in Georgetown and 41:25 inches on Green Mountain ; 
in 1953 7-4 inches were recorded in Georgetown and only 29-9 inches 
on Green Mountain. In Georgetown the maximum temperature 
recorded in 1952 was 90°F. and the minimum 68°F. In 1953 the 
temperatures recorded were about the same. 

The phenomenon known as “ rollers,”? when very heavy swells are 
experienced, was reported on 84 occasions during 1952 and 1953 and 
very large rollers on eight occasions in each year. 


History 

The island was discovered on Ascension Day by a Portuguese 
navigator and remained uninhabited until after the arrival of Napoleon 
in St. Helena in 1815 when a Naval garrison was placed there. The 
island was under the supervision of the Admiralty until it was made a 
Dependency of St. Helena by Letters Patent dated 12th September, 
1922, and placed in the control of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Administration | 

The administration of the island is a purely domestic affair as there 
are no inhabitants unconnected with Cable and Wireless, Limited, 
other than two constables. The Government of St. Helena is 
represented by the Manager of the Company, who is appointed by the 
Governor as Resident Magistrate, and another selected officer of the 
Company who is appointed Justice of the Peace, and two St. Helena 
police constables. The Resident Magistrate is responsible for law 
and order in the Dependency. 

Postal work in undertaken by the wife of a member of the Company, 
appointed by the Governor. 


Population 

In 1952 the European employees of Cable and Wireless, together 
with their families, totalled 45 (19 males 18 females and 8 children) 
and St. Helenian employees with their families, including domestics, 
amounted to 99 males, 15 females and 11 children. With the two St. 
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Helenian policemen the total was 172. There were no deaths and no 
marriages during 1952. Three births of St. Helenians were registered. 

In 1953 the total population was 168, composed of 48 Europeans 
and 120 St. Helenians. There were no deaths, marriages or births 
during 1953. 


Health 

The Company has a medical officer and during 1952 he paid 280 
visits and treated 836 patients. In 1953, the figures were 289 visits 
and a total of 965 patients treated. The health of the community was 
good and there were no serious illnesses or accidents. 


Agriculture 
A farm is maintained by the Company on Green Mountain and the 
following are the figures of stock : 


1952 1953 1952 1953 
Bulls . 1 1 Boars . : . i 1 
Cows 6 8 Sows. . . 5 5 
Heifers 2 1 Store Pigs . - I 16 
Yearlings 3 2 Piglets . : . 20 24 
Calves . 4 7 Donkeys . 4 +4 


Sheep and lambs were estimated at 650 in 1952 and 500 in 1953. 
The farm produced the following quantities of foodstuffs during 
1952 and 1953 : 


1952 1953 
Meat ; : ‘ ; 11,842 lb. 6,450 Ib. 
Bananas ; F : ; 10,960 Ib. 10,764 Ib. 
Granadillas , : ‘ 66 438 
Pawpaws . : ‘ ; 81 96 
Vegetables . . 26,440 Ib. 24,935 Ib. 
Milk . 23,349 pints 25,805 pints 
Potatoes (new) 9,061 Ib. 2,665 Ib. 
Potatoes (sweet) 83,000 Ib 83,000 Lb. 
Animals Slaughtered 
1952 1953 

Pigs . = 15 19 

Cattle 11 1 

Sheep 337 71 

Wild Life 


There are some wild donkeys, rabbits, wild cats, a few goats and a few 
partridges. Only rabbits and wild cats are permitted to be 


shot. 


Sea-bird life is very plentiful ; in particular the island is famed for 
the vast numbers of the Wide-awake or Hack-backed tern (Sterna 
fuliginosa) which breed there. 
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All wild life is rigidly protected by Ordinance. Turtles abound 
at certain seasons and the catching of them is controlled by licence. 

The waters around the island teem with fish; shark are very 
numerous as are also barracuda, tuna, bonito and a local small fish in 
multitudes called Black fish. 


Visitors 

The Governor visited the island from 29th to 31st August, 1952. 
ee of St. Helena paid a visit in February, 1952, and again early 
in : 

H.M.S. Bermuda visited the island from 5th to 7th February, 1952, 
and H.M.S. Sparrow from 25th to 27th July, 1953. 

The U.S. Yacht Yankee visited the island from 22nd to 24th 
ton 1952. Five other vee called at different times during 


PART V 


Tristan Da Cunha 


General Review 


ONLY in recent times has Tristan da Cunha emerged from its isolation 
into contact with the modern world. The life of the small community 
has been transformed, first by the arrival of the Naval Garrison in 
1942, and most of all by the establishment of the crawfish industry in 
1949. These two events ended a period of nearly 40 years in which 
ships were few and far between, a period covering the first World 
War and great advances in trade and technology in the outside world. 
The islander’s living came partly from his own primitive agriculture 
and to a large extent from the charity of people abroad who responded 
to the romance of the “ lonely isle.” 

The war-time naval occupation did break this isolation, but did not 
play a great part in the life of the ordinary islander. The real change 
came in 1949 with the Fishing Company which gave Tristan an industry 
and an export, and offered the islanders a means of earning money wages 
and bettering themselves. After nearly five years the islanders are 
growing accustomed to the new life. Money was itself a novelty, but 
since the last report a full postal service has come into operation, 
including postal orders, which enable the islanders to order goods 
from South Africa and the United Kingdom so that such things as 
gramophones and wireless sets are quite familiar. Imported agricult- 
ural equipment and seeds have greatly improved farming. During 
1953 two severe cases of illness were taken for treatment to Cape 
Town, which did much to break the sense of isolation. Most important 
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of all, a generation is now growing up that cannot remember the 
pre-war isolation, and there will soon be another which cannot 
remember pre-Company days. 

Concurrently with the coming of the Tristan da Cunha Development 
Company, Tristan was also provided with an official Administration, 
and during the past two years this has expanded and developed. 
Besides the Administrator, it includes a doctor, nurse and an agricult- 
urist, all previously maintained by the Company, and one of the two 
teachers on the island. It has an annual budget of some £10,000 with 
a reserve. During the past two years Tristan has benefited for the 
first time from Colonial Development and Welfare funds through grants. 
for the support of the teacher and more recently for afforestation. 
Although Tristan is a Dependency of St. Helena, it has no direct com- 
munication with St. Helena and for most purposes its affairs are 
handled by the Colonial Office. Any necessary legislation is, however, 
formally enacted by the Government of St. Helena. 

However, in many ways the past still powerfully affects the habits 
and attitudes of the islanders. Years of dependence on charity have 
made them assume too readily that many of their wants will ultimately 
be taken care of without effort on their part, and that they need not 
look far into the future. They are still slow to settle down to wage 
earning through steady work, still apt to think that they can have the 
best of both worlds by fishing only at their convenience, and responsible. 
leadership in the island community has yet to be developed. As time 
goes on and a new way of life becomes more firmly established, it is 
to be hoped that there will be improvement in these directions. 


Geography and Climate 

The main island, which is about 2,000 miles west of Cape Town and 
1,500 miles south-south-west of St. Helena, is a volcanic cone 6,760. 
feet high with a crater lake at the summit and numerous subsidiary 
craters, set on a roughly rectangular plinth which is bounded by 
precipices of one to two thousand feet in height. Below these pre- 
cipices are a number of plateaus on the largest of which, on the north-. 
west of the island, is situated the Settlement of Edinburgh (the only 
permanently inhabited locality in the group). The island is nearly cir- 
cular in shape with an area of 40 square miles. Below 5,000 feet it 
is thickly covered with vegetation, the eastern half being densely 
wooded. Permanent springs provide the settlement with abundant water. 

The uninhabited islands of the group are Inaccessible and Nightingale, 
about 20 miles west-south-west and south-south-west respectively of 
Tristan, and Gough Island, 230 miles south-south east. Inaccessible 
is rather like Tristan in appearance with precipices rising from small 
coastal plateaus in the north and elsewhere from very narrow beaches ;. 
it is three miles by one and a half miles in extent. Nightingale is only 
one mile by three-quarters of a mile in extent ; it is covered by dense 
tussock grass and there are a few patches of woodland round the two 
peaks, the taller of which rises to 1,200 feet. Adjoining Nightingale are 
two small islets to the north, Middle and Stoltenhoff. Gough Island. 
has an area of 35 square miles and is well wooded and watered. 
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All the islands are surrounded by extensive beds of kelp which have 
some effect in moderating the swell. In the absence of any sheltered 
inlets or anchorages, landing is wholly dependent on there being 
sufficient lee. 

The climate is temperate and typically oceanic, with a well dis- 
tributed rainfall, rather high humidity, tendency to strong winds and to 
rapid changes of weather and temperature. 

Regular weather observations were first made by the Norwegian 
Scientific Expedition in 1938. In 1942 a meteorological station was 
established by the Royal Navy; it was taken over by the South 
African Government after the war. The maximum temperature 
recorded since 1942 is 78-1 degrees Fahrenheit and the minimum 
39 -2 degrees Fahrenheit. Rainfall averages about 66 inches a year. 

Between June and October the upper part of the Peak is often snow 
covered and sleety snow and hail are occasionally experienced to sea 
level. Thunderstorms are rare, but violent gales occur three to four 
times a year. 


History and Administration 

The islands were discovered by a Portuguese fleet under the command 
of Admiral Tristao da Cunha in March, 1506, and first sighted by a 
British vessel, The Globe, in 1610. The first recorded landing was by a 
party from the Dutch ship Heemstede on 7th February, 1643. 

In 1655 an expedition was sent by Van Riebeeck, Governor of the 
Cape, to makea thorough exploration of the potentialities of the islands, 
but reported unfavourably, as did a Dutch East India Company survey 
in 1696. The East India Company had also planned an expedition in 
1684 which came to nothing, and it was not until 1760 that the English 
captain Nightingale is presumed to have landed at the island 
which now bears his name. In 1790 a party of American sealers spent 
seven months ashore and traces of their encampment were found by a 
French expedition of 1793, which made the first favourable report on 
the islands. 

On 27th December, 1810, three Americans settled on Tristan, which 
since then has never been without inhabitants, though by 1812 their 
number was for a time reduced to one. These settlers, after a short- 
lived show of independence, had sought British protection, but it was 
not till Napoleon’s exile to St. Helena that on 14th August, 1816, 
H.M.S. Falmouth landed a small British garrison and laid formal claim 
to the islands. The garrison was withdrawn in 1817, and the flag hauled 
down, but three of them headed by Corporal William Glass of Kelso, 
Scotland, his wife and two children, elected to remain and founded the 
present colony. 

Its status remained somewhat uncertain until 1876, when an Order 
in Council, declaring Tristan da Cunha and its subsidiary islands to 
be under the British Crown and making some provision as to judicial 
supervision by visiting naval vessels, was drafted and acted upon, 
though the Order was never formally completed. By this time the 
population had increased to 85 ; new settlers included English, Dutch, 
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American and St. Helenian elements (to which a few years later were 
added strong Italian and Irish strains). 

The years from 1817 to 1876 had been prosperous, frequent contact 
with the outside world being maintained through the visits of whalers, 
East Indiamen and men-o’-war. Outstanding events of the period had 
been the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh (after whom the settlement 
was named) in 1867, and the despatch to the island by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel of the first missionary and teacher, the 
Reverend W. F. Taylor, who stayed from 1851 to 1857. He was not 
however, replaced until 1881 when the Reverend E. H. Dodgson, 
brother of Lewis Carroll, was appointed and stayed till 1884, returning 
again for three more years in 1886 after receiving the news of the Boat 
Disaster of 1885. 

This significant event, which involved the disappearance of 15 men on 
their way to or from a passing ship, marked the beginning of decline. 
The loss of most of the able-bodied men was in fact less responsible 
for this decline than the infestation of the island by rats dating from a 
shipwreck in 1882, and the extermination of most of the seals and 
whales. As early as 1888 the replacement of sail by steam had resulted 
in only five ships being sighted in a full year. 

By 1904 the population was down to 71. No mail was received from 
England between 1906 and 1916. Finally the Reverend J. G. Barrow, 
who served on the island from 1906 to 1909, was not replaced until 
1922. From that date a missionary teacher has been maintained on the 
island with only short breaks. But the deterioration resulting from 
nearly half a century’s isolation and dependence on charity, marked by 
illiteracy and pauperisation and accentuated by increasing population 
with no parallel increase of resources, is still far from being overcome. 


In 1932 the Reverend A. G. Partridge, who was on his second tour 

of service, was officially recognised as Honorary Commissioner and 
Magistrate (a step taken because a Brazilian scientific expedition, 
which never materalised, was due to visit the islands). In this capacity 
he appointed a headman and headwoman and set up an Island Council 
to which leading citizens were nominated. These appointments have 
since been continued. 
__ By Letters Patent dated 12th January, 1938, the status of Tristan da 
Cunha including Nightingale, Inaccessible and Gough Islands, was 
finally clarified, when they were made dependencies of St. Helena. It 
is of interest to note that Tristan belonged to the Diocese of St. Helena 
from 1859 until 1951 but has now reverted to the Archiepiscopal 
Diocese of Cape Town. 

In 1937-38 a Norwegian Scientific Expedition visited the islands for 
four months and the first accurate survey of the main island was 
completed by Mr. A. B. Crawford, an Englishman attached to the 
expedition. In 1942 a unit of the South African Defence Force built a 
meteorological and wireless station which was manned for the duration 
of the war by the Royal Navy. After the war it was taken over and 
maintained by the South African Government. 
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The opening of this station not only brought to an end the period of” 
the island’s isolation but paved the way to freedom from dependence on 
charity ; for it was the Royal Navy chaplain, the Reverend C. P. 
Lawrence, who recognised the possibilities of a crawfish industry at 
Tristan. Largely owing to his efforts an agreement for the development 
of this industry was concluded with a South African company on 9th 
December, 1948, following an exploratory expedition at the beginning 
of the year. The agreement led to the appointment of an Administrator, 
following the enactment of St. Helena Ordinance No. 8 of 1948. The 
application of certain laws of St. Helena was provided for under 
Ordinance No. 3 of 1949. 

In January, 1949, the Tristan Exploration Company (now the Tristan: 
da Cunha Development Company) began its operations. The S.P.G. 
Chaplain, the Reverend D. I. Luard, was appointed Acting Administ- 
rator and was succeeded by the first substantive Administrator,. 
Mr. H. F. I. Elliott, in January, 1950. The present Administrator, 
Mr. J. P. L. Scott, took up his duties on 30th October, 1952. The exist- 
ing semi-official Island Council was incorporated into the new adminis- 
tration and given legal recognition on 10th March, 1952, by means of 
the Tristan da Cunha By-laws Ordinance. The Ordinance empowers 
the Administrator to make and enforce by-laws and levy local rates and 
taxes. In making by-laws the Administrator is required to consult 
the Island Council, although it is a purely advisory body, and to 
obtain the approval of the Secretary of State. The Island Council 
consists of ten men and five women, the Headman the Headwoman, 
the Resident Chaplain, Company representatives and the Adminis- 
trator. It controls the Island Council funds which cover local revenue 
and expenditure. 


Finance 

There is a Tristan da Cunha Administration Fund for general 
administrative purposes, an Island Council Fund and a Trust Fund. 

During 1952 and 1953 the Administration Fund has taken on a 
number of additional responsibilities, and both revenue and expenditure 
have expanded considerably. Under a Supplemental Agreement, 
the Development Company now pays, in addition to its minimum 
royalties of £1,500, a subvention of £3,100 towards the maintenance 
by Government of a doctor, nurse and agriculturist, whose services 
the Company previously provided. The opening of a postal service 
and the issue of stamps to meet a postal demand have also helped to 
build up revenue and establish a reserve, which at 31st December, 1953, 
was estimated at £20,815. The estimates for 1954 show an expenditure 
of £10,695 ; revenue during 1954 is expected to be substantially 
augmented by receipts from the new pictorial issue of stamps, put on 
sale in January, 1954. 

The Island Council Fund was set up in the first instance to administer 
a cess on canned crawfish and frozen tails exported by the Company, 
now replaced by an annual grant of £500, “ for the social benefit and 
betterment of the islanders.’ During 1952 and 1953 the Adminis-. 
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tration Fund has also made grants to this fund for the upkeep of the 
Station and for agricultural development. This, together with local 
revenue raised by the Island Council, has increased its receipts from 
£200 in 1951 to £1,200 in 1953, and its expenditure has correspondingly 
gone up from £202 to £1,229. Money has again been spent on medical 
and educational supplies and incidentals, agricultural supplies and 
equipment, roads and maintenance of buildings. At 31st December, 
1953, the fund had a net balance of £35 12s. 54d. 

In 1951 a Deed of Trust established a Trust Fund in South Africa 
for the provision of scholarships, the construction and maintenance 
of communal buildings, the provision of special medical treatment 
and similar objects. The main source of revenue consists of grants 
authorised by the Secretary of State from the Administration Fund. 
The Trust consists of nominees of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
the Archbishop of Cape Town, the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel and the Tristan da Cunha Development Company. The fund 
has already supplied money for school sanitation, agricultural assist- 
ance, medical treatment and the construction of a hospital ward, and 
for a survey to be undertaken with a view to providing the island with 
a water supply and drainage system. 


Population 


There were 292 people on the island on 31st December, 1953, 
compared with 277 in 1952. In 1953 there were five births and one 
death among the islanders, compared with six births and two deaths 
in 1952. There have been no marriages during 1952 and 1953. The 
deaths included that of the last surviving male settler at the age of 84, 
who was shipwrecked on the island in 1892. There have also been 
three non-islander births in 1953 

The population at 3lst December, 1952 and 1953 were as follows 
(children are taken as 14 years and under) : 


ISLANDERS NON-ISLANDERS 
Year Adults — Children Total Adults Children Total 
M F M F M F M F 
1952. 89 78 33 47 247 9 9 6 6 30 
1953 . 89 79 33 50 251 12 11 10 8 41 


The number of islanders in seven selected years between 1851 and 
1953 was as follows: 


1851 85 
1880 102 
1901 73 
1925 135 
1939 c. 180 
1951 242 


1953 251 
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Health 

At the beginning of 1953, at the Company’s request, their 
responsibility for maintaining a doctor and nurse on the island was 
transferred to the Administration, on the Company paying a sum of 
money in lieu. At the same time the Island Council took over the 
supply of all medical equipment and drugs, and charges the Company 
for medical attention for its staff. 

The islanders on Tristan, in the isolation, have always been peculiarly 
vulnerable to outbreaks of colds and influenza whenever a ship arrives. 
Such an outbreak occurred in March and April, 1952, and another in 
December-January, 1953-54. There is also the danger of endemic 
diseases being imported from South Africa, and for this reason the 
whole population has been vaccinated against smallpox and children 
immunised against diphtheria during the two years under review. 

During 1953 two islanders had to be taken to Cape Town for treat- 
ment. The first was a woman of 66 who left in a Norwegian tanker in 
August. The second was an islander working as a deckhand on board 
the Company’s vessel Tristania. After he had collapsed, suffering 
from bleeding from a gastric ulcer, the Medical Officer reported that 
his condition was critical and the Master diverted the ship from fish- 
ing at the island to take him to Cape Town. He was eventually tran- 
shipped to another vessel. 

In the field of public health a survey has been carried out with the 
object of installing a piped water supply and drainage for the village 
which should do much to improve the health of the community. 


Education 


There are about 60 children on the island of school age (5 to 15 
years) who are educated at the island’s only school—St. Mary’s. The 
school is under the control of the S.P.G. and the Resident Chaplain 
is the manager. There are now two full-time teachers appointed by 
the S.P.G., one paid from a Colonial Development and Welfare grant 
and the other from the Administration Fund. The island children 
are eager to learn, as the average attendance of 99 -6 per cent shows, 
but progress in school subjects is slow, partly because of the small- 
ness and isolation of the community and partly because of the difficulty 
of teaching children of such different ages and abilities with limited 
staff. There is a serious lack of equipment for the school, especially 
furniture and textbooks. The general standard of literacy among 
adult islanders is low. 


Law and Order 

The Administrator is the Magistrate. One criminal case was 
brought before him in the two years under review. This was a case 
of assault arising from a dispute between two African fishermen on the 
Company’s fishing vessel. The accused pleaded guilty and was fined. 
Among the islanders a certain amount of petty pilfering and minor 
offences against by-laws continue. There is neither police nor prison 
on the island and in general, for a small community living at close 
quarters, there are remarkably few disputes or disturbances. 
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As already mentioned, the Tristan Exploration Company (now the 
Tristan da Cunha Development Company) began operations in 1949, 
following on the conclusion of a concession agreement on 9th Decem- 
ber, 1948. The Company’s concessions for fishing in Tristan waters 
have now been extended from 15 years to 25 years. The Colonial 
Development Corporation acquired a controlling interest in the 
Company in 1950. 

The principal catch is crawfish, which is sold mainly to American 
markets. Owing to bad weather during the Southern winter, fishing 
by ocean-going vessels is confined to the period between late August 
and early May. The Company uses two refrigerator vessels, the 
Tristania and the newly acquired Voorbok, which is a bigger vessel 
than the old Pequena which left Tristan in March, 1953, and has now 
been broken up. The Company maintain a cannery on the island 
and shore-based fishing dinghies are able to supply it with a certain 
amount of fish during the winter. The 1952-53 season resulted in a 
record catch, and 27,342 cases of frozen tails were exported (as against 
11,000 in the previous season) and nearly 1,000 cases of canned craw- 
fish. The cannery suffered a certain amount of damage from a cliff 
fall in September, 1953, which meant that time and labour had to be 
devoted to repairs. In 1952 the Company made a profit of £11,215, 
but a late start in fishing in the 1953-54 season will probably mean 
that profits during 1953 will be lower. 

Since the 1951-52 season, after which there have been two ships 
operating regularly in Tristan waters, the island labour force has not 
been sufficient to meet the needs of the cannery and also provide fisher- 
men for both vessels. The Company has therefore been authorised 
to employ a certain number of fishermen recruited at the Cape, engaged 
by the voyage on its ocean-going vessels. The Company, however, 
still depends on a certain amount of island labour both afloat, particul- 
arly when there are two vessels operating, and in the cannery ashore. 
This has given rise to difficulties on occasions, since the islander is 
unwilling to abandon his traditional pursuits and become a regular 
wage earner for six days a week. He must still have time to plant 
and harvest his potatoes, visit other islands for eggs, birds and fats, 
and engage in such necessary pursuits as thatching. During the two 
years under review relations between the Company and the islanders 
improved considerably, after a period of disputes in the early part of 
1952, and during the 1952-53 fishing season a large number accepted 
employment on board the Company’s vessels. In the following season 
they have been less willing to do so, and since the end of 1953 the 
islanders’ unwillingness to fish has forced the Company to take on a 
full complement of Cape Town fishermen for the Voorbok. 


Imports and Supplies 


The Company is required, by the terms of its concession, to main- 
tain a non-profit-making canteen on the island for the convenience of 
the islanders and all other inhabitants of Tristan. It is here that the 
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islander spends most of his wages, and indeed without the canteen 
money wages would be of little value to him. However, both islanders 
and non-islanders have recently developed a practice of ordering 
goods direct from South Africa or the United Kingdom and the 
expansion of the interest of the islanders can be seen by the fact that 
such things as gramophones and even wireless sets have been purchased. 
The prices at the canteen are high and islanders have often found it 
worthwhile to order boots, suits and working overalls direct from 
firms overseas. 

The turnover of the canteen during 1952 was £11,400 as compared 
with £11,300 in 1951. During 1952 the canteen suffered a severe loss 
amounting to £3,878. In March, 1953, a full-time manager was 
appointed with the result that the day to day management of its affairs 
has considerably improved. 


Agriculture 

As already mentioned, the agriculturist ceased to be an employee 
of the Company and became the direct responsibility of the Govern- 
ment at the beginning of 1953. This coincided with the departure of 
the retiring agriculturist and the arrival of his successor in March, 
1953, who also acts as general Administrative Assistant. A consider- 
able amount has been done to improve the islanders’ methods of 
agriculture. 

The island’s staple crop is potatoes, which are grown on the level 
shelf at the north-west of the island, known as the Potato Patches. 
The crop used often to be damaged or destoyed by severe gales or by 
the potato grub ; but spraying with D.D.T. to combat potato grub 
and later planting to avoid gales have now become regular practices. 
The result was that the 1952 crop was a record one. Spraying apparatus, 
which was first imported for communal use, is now owned individually 
by many of the islanders. In an effort to improve the quality and 
a cteg the crop, 200 Ib. of Arran Pilot seed potatoes were imported 
in ; 

The islanders have also been encouraged to grow a certain amount 
of vegetables, and for this purpose vegetable seed and seedlings have 
been supplied free. A certain amount of these vegetables grown 
during 1952-53 were on sale to any one in the island, and it is hoped 
to be able to maintain an adequate supply of vegetables throughout 
the summer and a good part of the winter. However, the islanders 
themselves do not eat many vegetables, and prefer to sell their produce. 

Livestock on the island includes cattle, sheep, goats, donkeys, 
geese and fowl. Attention has been given to the generally poor 
state of health of the cattle at the end of the winter and kale, mangold, 
swede, fodder beet and lucerne seed have been imported for the purpose 
of making improvements in feeding. During 1953 the only reasonably 
good bull on the island died, and the opportunity was taken of import- 
ing a pure bred Hereford bull from South Africa, in the hope of im- 
proving the stock. 

The former non-profit-making farm run by the Company at Sandy 
Point on the extreme east of the island is now a Government concern 
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looked after by the agriculturist. Grants were made from the 
Administration Fund in 1952-53 for agricultural development at Sandy 
Point ; this was spent mainly on the purchase, importation, planting 
and tending of 182 fruit trees of different kinds, and also a number of 
soft fruits such as grapes, youngberries and grenadillas. These were 
planted partly for experimental purposes. In addition, the agricultur- 
ist has given some attention to forestry. There is an almost total lack 
of any good timber trees on the island, and the settlement plateau is 
unsuitable for tree growing owing to the prevailing winds. Sandy 
Point, however, offers better shelter and ample room for afforestation 
on reasonably flat ground. A start was made with a number of 
willows, and in addition seed was collected from the few existing pine 
trees on the island and successfully germinated. A Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare grant of £300, intended to cover the cost, at £150 
a year, of the first two years of a programme of reafforestation has 
since been approved. 


Communications 

There were seven inward sea mails and seven outward in 1952, and 
eight inward and seven outward in 1953. At the beginning of 1952 
the first organised mail service to and from the island was inaugurated 
and over-printed St. Helena stamps put on sale. In 1953 a Coronation 
issue of a single stamp was made and the Dependency’s first pictorial 
issue of stamps was put on sale at the beginning of 1954. The Post 
Office also took up business in the sale and cashing of postal orders 
and reply coupons. There is a wireless station run by the South 
African Government and wireless communication is maintained with 
South Africa twice daily through Wingfield Aeradio Station, Cape 
Town. Negotiations with the South African Government for putting 
into operation a public radio-telegraph service had not been concluded 
by the end of 1953. 

H.M.S. Actaeon visited the island in September, 1952, and the yacht 
Coimbra was wrecked there in June, 1953. 
Utilities 

A survey has been carried out by the Administrator, with the use 
of a grant from the Trust Fund, for the purpose of establishing a water 
supply and drainage system on the island. At present water is supplied 
from a concrete retaining tank to stand-pipes in the village ; since 
many houses are at some distance from the pipes, people tend to use 
water from the water furrows, which are heavily infested with ascaris. 
The supply of piped water would, therefore, bring about a consider- 
able improvement in public health. 

The wireless station provides a limited electricity supply to official 
houses and buildings. 


Wild Life 
The Wild Life Protection Ordinance, which was passed in 1950, 


aims to conserve all known species of wild life. Infringements of the 
Ordinance are punishable by heavy fines. Right whales, sea elephants 
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and fur seals are to be found in the waters round Tristan. The bird 
life of the island, which is of considerable interest and includes the 
Giant-billed Bunting, the Lesser Noddy, the Frigate Bird and the 
Southern Black-Backed Gull, was investigated thoroughly by the first 
Administrator. 

Certain species of wild life on other islands in the Tristan group are 
afforded complete protection. 
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APPENDIX II 


FIFTY-TWO YEARS’ STATISTICS OF POPULATION, BIRTHS, DEATHS, MARRIAGES: 


DIVORCES AND JUDICIAL SEPARATIONS * 


Population 


5,009 
9,850 (includes 4,655 
P.O.W.) 
3,458 (includes 424 
garrison 
3,781 (includes 269 


Births Deaths Marriages Divorces 


165 
146 


122 


1 


235 


50 


716 


40 
* St. Helena only. 


26 
32 
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APPENDIX III 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


Import Duties 


Commodity 


Clothing— 

(a) Ready to wear outer clothing 
(except jerseys, and other 
knitted garments) made 
from 

(4) Wool or mixture of 
wool and cotton 

(ii) Cotton é 

(iii) Any other material 

(6) Jerseys and other knitted 
Outer garments. 

(c) Ready to wear underclothing : 

(i) Machine-made or woven 
in wool, cotton or a 
mixture of both ‘ 

(ii) Hand-knitted in wool, 
cotton or a mixture 
of both . 

(iii) Any other material 

Footwear— 

(a) Heavy outdoor boots 
and shoes and all 
children’s shoes 

(6) Others 

Haberdashery and millinery 
Hosiery made from 
(a) pepe gue and 


(6) silk oa. a silk 
Jewellery * 
Linen, manufactured - 
Silk and art silk . 
Perfumery— 

(a) Toilet preparations and 

perfumed spirits 

(6) Dentifrices . 
Soap— 

(a) Common 

(6) Toilet 
Provisions— 

Butter and Cheese . 


Provisions not. enumerated else- 
where 
Firearms— 
8 Pistols and revolvers 
6) Others 
(c) Parts and accessories 
({d) Ammunition 


Rate 


ad valorem 


” 
” 


” 


”? 


” 
” 


per 100 Ib. 
ad valorem 


- per 100 Ib. 


. ad valorem : 
+ per 100 Ib. 


. ad valorem 


each 
each 


. ad valorem 


” 
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Preferential 


10 per cent 
30 


9 ced 


10 ” ” 


, 30 ” ” 


2s. 1d, 
15 per cent 


4s. 2d. 

Ae 3d. 
per cent 

8s. 4d. 

6s. 3d. 

10 per cent 


15s. Od 
£1 10s. Od. 


224 per cent 


” ” 


General 


2% per cent 


” ” 
” ” 


123 ” ” 


124 5 


124 per cent 
18s. Od. 


£1 17s. 6d. 


30 per cent 


cS od 
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Commodity Rate Preferential General 
Metal manufactures— 
Clocks, watches and parts thereof ad valorem 30 per cent 323 per cent 


Gramophones and phonographs 
including loud speakers and 


accessories . ‘5 180055. ° 5 174 ,, 5, 
Wireless instruments, apparatus 

and accessories . Z - | ee 20 5, » 
Motorcars. ‘ - per 100 lb. 12s. 6d. 13s. 9d. 
Lorries and tractors | : : + 10s. Od. 12s. ,6d. 
Machinery and parts s - ad valorem free 5 percent 
Musical instruments. : : sy 15 per cent ITE ° 55. ss 
Plate and plate ware A F an 30, < fo ae 

Spirits— 


(a) Brandy, gin, rum and whisky 
(i) Not exceeding the 


strength of proof . per gallon £4 2s. 6d. £4 10s. Od. 
(ii) Exceeding the strength . 
of proof . . per proof gallon £4 2s. 6d. £4 10s. Od. 


(6) Cordials and liqueurs all 
kinds, including _ bitters 
and flavouring extracts 


“i containing spirits . . per gallon £4 2s. 6d. £4 10s. Od. 
ine— 
(a) Sparkling . 55 % £1 5s. Od. £1 7s. Od. 
(6) Still—in bottles and i in 
wood . 99 £1 5s. Od. £1 6s. 3d. 
Tobacco— 
(a) Cigars and Cheroots . per Ib. £1 5s. Od. £1 7s. Od. 
(6) Cigarettes 5 12s. Od. l6s. Od. 
(c) Other manufactured — 
tobacco 
(i) Manufactured in 
the Empire 
entirely from 
Empire grown 
tobacco . io 10s. Od. a 
(ii) Manufactured in 
the Empire partly 
from foreign 
grown tobacco . % 12s. Od. —_ 
Fuel Oils— 
Motor spirit . : 7 - per gallon 4d. 6d. 
Illuminating . 3 : j y 2d. 24d. 
Export Duties 
Commodity London market price Tax payable per ton. 
Hemp Over £65 but not exceeding £75 £4 18s. Od. 
Pa er 3 £85 £6 8s. Od. 
55 £85. hss ss £95 £8 2s. Od. 
ie 3h eae os £105 £10 Os. Od. 
» £105,,_ ,, £115 £12 2s. Od. 


Similarly 1 per cent increase in tax for every £10 increase in 
the London market price per ton. 
An abatement of 16s. Od. of the tax is allowed for every 
£1 by which the London market price falls short of £71. 
Tow #ths of the tax on hemp. 
Phormium Tenax Suckers 12s. 6d. per 1,000 


APPENDIX IVa 


Analysis of Cases tried in the Supreme Court of St. Helena resulting 
in conviction during the ten-year period 1944 to 1953 


No. of 
Year Charges Cases 
1944 ae knowledge of girl idee the age of 16 years ‘ 3 
1945 
1946 Carnal knowledge of girl under the a of 16 hyeats 1 
1947 Larceny (sheep-stealing) 6 
Manslaughter . . 1 
1948 Nil 
1949 Larceny (shop-breaking) . 2 
Carnal knowledge of girl under the age of 16 years 1 
1950 Carnal knowledge of girl under the age of 16 years 1 
1951 Housebreaking 1 
1952 Carnal Ghowledlae of girl under the age of 16 years 6 
1953 Indecent assault on females. 5 1 
Supplying drugs to proce: an abortion 1 
Howeproakne 1 
25 
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APPENDIX IVs 


Ten Years’ Statistics of Convictions in the Magistrate's Court NOT 
resulting in Imprisonment 


Assault 
Assaulting Police | 
animale 0 Diseases Reg- 
ati 
Failure to obey order’ 
of Magistrate 
Customs Ordinance 
Disorderly Conduct 
Children and Young 
Persons Act . . 
Drunk and Disorderly 
Education Ordinance 
nenliag Ordinance 


Larce: ‘ 

Defence Regulations 
Milk Powder Act 7 
Using Obscene Lan- 


Police © Ordinance , 
Receiving Stolen Goods 
asia Traffic Ordi 
Stowaway on Ship 
Trespass Ordinance 
Vagrancy . * . 
Maintenance Orders 
for Wives and Child- 
ren. ‘ P , 
Harbour Regulations 
Wounding . . . 
Malicious injety to 
Property % 
False Pretences 
Weights and Measures 
+Shop-Breaking 
(juvenile) . 
+tHousebreaking 
(juvenile) . 
Poliomyelitis 
Regulations . 





* Including three provisional orders made under the Maintenance (Facilities for Enforcement) 
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Ordinance and forwarded to United Kingdom for confirming order. 


t+ These offences when committed by juveniles are dealt with in the Magistrate’s and not in the 


Supreme Court. 
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APPENDIX IVc 


Ten Years’ Statistics of Offences for which Prison Sentences were 
awarded in All Courts 
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APPENDIX IVp 
Ten Years’ Statistics of Cases heard in the Small Debts Court 


1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 rar 1952 1953 
35 18 24 14 5 137 5 6 8 
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R. Phillips, 1805. 

Aubry, Octave. St. Helena. London, Gollancz, 1937. (Deals with 
Napoleon’s exile in St. Helena). 

BARNES, CAPTAIN JOHN, R.N. A Tour through St. Helena. London, 

M. Richardson, 1817. 

BEATSON, A. Tracts relative to the Island of St. Helena. London, 1816. 

BirD OF PASSAGE. St. Helena. London, Houlston and Wright, 1865. 

Brooke, T. H. A History of the Island of St. Helena. 2nd edition. 
Publishers to the East India Company, 1824. 

CHAPLIN, ARNOLD. St. Helena Who’s Who. London, Humphreys, 
1919, 

Darwin, CHARLES. The Voyage of a Naturalist Round the World in 
H.M.S. “Beagle.” London, Routledge, 1905. 

Forp, E. H. The History and Postage Stamps of Ascension Island. 
Published by the author, Bromley, 1933 

GILL, Mrs. DAvip. Six months in Ascension. London, Murray, 1878. 

GossE, PuiLip. St. Helena, 1502-1938. London, Cassell, 1938. 

GRANT, BENJAMIN. A few notes on St. Helena and Descriptive Guide. 
St. Helena, 1883. 

JACKSON, E. L. St. Helena, the Historic Island. London, Ward 
Lock, 1903. 

JaniscH, H. R. Extracts from the St. Helena Records. 2nd edition. 
St. Helena, 1908. 

Lockwoop, JosEPH. A Guide to St. Helena. St. Helena, 1851. 

Lucas, Sir C. P. A Historical Geography of the British Colonies. 
Volume III. Oxford University Press, 1913. 

Masson, F. Napoleon at St. Helena, 1815-1821. (Translated from 
the French by L. B. Frewer). Oxford, Pen-in-Hand, 1949, 

MELLIs, J. C. St. Helena. London, Reeve, 1875. 

MortensEN, T. H. The Manatee of St. Helena. Copenhagen, 1933. 

OLIVER, S.P. On Board a Union Steamer. London, Allen, 1882. 

THOMPSON, J. A. K. Report on a visit to Ascension Island. St. Helena 
Government Printer, 1947. 

Wa _tace, A. R. Island Life. London, Macmillan, 1880. 

YOUNG, Norwoop. Napoleon in Exile : St. Helena 1815-1821. 
2 vols. London, Stanley Paul, 1915. (This work contains a 
bibliography of 172 publications referring to the captivity of the 
Emperor Napoleon in St. Helena). 
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TRISTAN DA CUNHA 


CHRISTOPHERSON, ERLING and others. Tristan da Cunha (translated 
by R. L. Benham). London, Cassell, 1940. 

CHRISTOPHERSON, ERLING (editor). Results of the Norwegian Scientific 
Expedition to Tristan da Cunha, 1937-38. 16 parts. Oslo, I 
Kommisjon Hos Jacob Dybwad, 1940-48. 

CRAWFORD, ALLAN B. J went to Tristan. London, Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1941. 

GANE, DouGLas M. Tristan da Cunha. London, Allen and Unwin, 1932. 

Rocers, Rose A. The Lonely Island. London, Allen and Unwin,1926. 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
(Available, if in print, from H.M. Stationery Office). 


Danvers, F.C. Report to the Secretary of State for India in Council 
on the Records of the India Office. 1888. 

Morris, D. Report on the Agricultural Resources of St. Helena. 
Cd. 3248, 1906. 

CUNNINGHAM, J. T. Report on the Fisheries of St. Helena. Cd. 
4998, 1910. 

Geological Notes on St. Helena, by various writers, with Remarks on the 
Economic Geology of the Island and Geological Map, by Si 
ALBERT Kitson. Colonial No. 66, 1931. 

Hirst, T. ‘“‘ Observation on the Geology and Mineral Resources of 
St. (a Colonial Geology and Mineral Resources, Vol. 2, No. 
2, 1951. 

British Islands in the Southern Hemisphere, 1945-51. Cmd. 8230, 1951. 

An Economic Survey of the Colonial Territories, 1951. Vol. Ill: 
The West African Territories and St. Helena. Colonial No. 281-3, 
1952. 


Printed in Great Britain under the authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
by Hugh Evans & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool. 


(A2423) Wt.2595/1587. K9. 4/54 H. E. & S. Gp. 529. 





COLONIAL OFFICE 


A Selection of Publications 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 
1953-1954 


The Annual Report of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to Parliament on Britain’s dependent territories. 
(Cmd. 9169) 6s. By post 6s. 3d. 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1953 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for commercial 
projects in the Colonial territories. 


(H.C. 148) 2s. By post 2s. 13d. 


COLONIAL RESEARCH = 1952-1953 


Reports of the 
Colonial Research Council. 
Colonial Products Research Council. 
Colonial Social Science Research Council. 
Colonial Medical Research Committee. 


Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, and 
Forestry Research. 


Colonial Insecticides Committee. 

Colonial Economic Research Committee. 

Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 
Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 

Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 


(Cmd. 8971) Ts. 6d. By post 7s. 10d. 


Obtainable from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses shown on cover page 3 
or through any bookseller 





AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE 
COLONIAL TERRITORIES, 1951 


The results of the first periodic survey since 1937 presented in seven 


volumes. 


Volumes I to VI describe the economic features of each area, while 
Volume VII deals with the commodities produced in the Colonial 
territories as a whole. 


Each volume contains information covering the period from 1938 to 
the latest year for which it is available. 


VOLUME I. 


VOLUME II. 


VOLUME III. 


VOLUME IV. 


VOLUME V. 


VOLUME VI. 


VOLUME VII. 


The Central African and High Commission Territories 
(Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Basutoland, Bechuan- 
aland and Swaziland). Published March, 1952. 

Colonial No. 281-1. 25s. (25s. 3d.) 


The East African Territories (Kenya, Uganda, Tangan- 
yika, Zanzibar and the Somaliland Protectorate), with 
Aden, Mauritius and Seychelles. 

Colonial No. 281-2. 32s. 6d. (32s. 11d.) 


The West African Territories (Nigeria, the Gold Coast, 
Sierra Leone and the Gambia), with St. Helena. 
Published February, 1952. 

Colonial No. 281-3. 25s. (25s. 4d.) 


The West Indian and American Territories (Jamaica, 
Trinidad, Barbados, British Guiana, British Honduras, 
the Leeward Islands and the Windward Islands), with 
the Bahamas, Bermuda and the Falkland Islands. 
Published February, 1953. 

Colonial No. 281-4. 40s. (40s. 6d.) 


The Far Eastern Territories (The Federation of Malaya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, North Borneo, Sarawak and 
Brunei). 

Colonial No. 281-5. In preparation. 


The Mediterranean and Pacific Territories (Cyprus, 
Gibraltar, Fiji, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Tonga 
and the New Hebrides). This volume also includes a 
chapter on the economic situation of Malta. Published 
April, 1953. 


Colonial No. 281-6. 30s. (30s. 4d.) 
Products of the Colonial Territories. Published Decem- 
ber, 1952. 

Colonial No. 281-7. 42s. (42s. 6d.) 


Prices in brackets include postage 


HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
at the addresses on cover page 3 or through any bookseller 


Digest of 
Colonial Statistics 


PREPARED BY THE COLONIAL OFFICE 


Designed as a companion volume to the ‘ Monthly Digest of Statis- 
tics’, the Colonial Digest provides the latest information about the 
economic position of the Colonial territories and their demography. 
It is published bi-monthly but gives the information on a monthly 
basis with annual averages for earlier years. 

Since the first issue early in 1952 its scope has been considerably 
widened and the number of tables increased from 48 to 62. It is 
anticipated that improved and additional tables will be added to 
future issues. 


Valuable information on the following subjects is included : 


Value of imports and exports : IV. Industrial production in Colonial 
countries of origin and des- territories. 
tination; indices of the volume 
and value of imports. 


Production and export of pri- V. Wholesale prices; cost of living 
mary products. ; and retail price indices. 


. Imports of major commodities 
into the territories by quantity VI. Finance: currency; position of 
or value, giving countries of the commercial banks; sterling 
origin. assets. 


The Appendices deal with areas, population and sources of Colonial statistics. 


Single Issues price 5s. (by post 5s. 3d.) 
Annual Subscription £1 11s. 6d. including postage 


Obtainable from 
HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses on cover page 3 or through any bookseller 
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